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An  Analysis  of  Dies  for  1875-CC  Dimes 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 

During  the  distressed  economic  period  of  the  Civil  War,  the  United  States  govern- 
ment issued  fractional  currency  as  an  alternative  to  silver  and  copper  coinage  that 
no  longer  circulated  due  to  hoarding  and  profiteering  by  many  citizens.  The  Specie 
Resumption  Act  of  January  14,  1875  authorized  the  Secretary  of  Treasury  to  coin, 
at  the  mints  of  the  United  States,  silver  coins  in  the  denomination  of  ten,  twenty 
five  and  fifty  cents  for  the  redemption  of  fractional  currency  until  the  whole  amount 
of  outstanding  fractional  currency  was  redeemed.  In  accordance  with  this  law,  the 
Carson  City  mint  drastically  increased  its  production  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  with 
the  CC  mintmark  in  1875. 

The  1 875  date  is  notable  in  the  Seated  dime  series  for  having  its  mintmark  placed 
above  and  below  the  wreath  bow.  Dual  mintmark  placement  within  the  same  year  is 
limited  to  dimes  dated  1875  from  the  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco  branch  mints. 
Numismatic  publications  typically  refer  to  the  dual  mintmark  locations  as  either  In 
Wreath/Below  Wreath  or  Above  Bow/Below  Bow.  I  have  always  preferred  the  In  Wreath 
(IW)  and  Below  Wreath  (BW)  designations  and  will  use  these  terms  in  this  article. 

In  March  1978  John  McCloskey  presented  his  observations  on  mintmark  place- 
ment variations  for  1875-CC  dimes  in  Issue  #11  of  the  journal.  He  described  four 
different  reverse  dies  and  checked  edge  reeding  to  determine  if  any  of  his  1 875-CC 
dimes  had  been  struck  from  the  89  reed  collar  that  was  used  on  all  known  1 871  -CC 
to  1874-CC  dimes.  The  Carson  City  mint  switched  to  a  1 13  reed  collar  during  dime 
production  in  1875  but  McCloskey  reported  that  one  of  his  seven  1875-CC  dimes 
had  been  struck  from  the  89  reed  collar.  This  piece  had  an  IW  reverse  and  a  widely 
spaced  CC  mintmark.  This  coin  also  appears  to  have  been  struck  from  misaligned 
dies  since  the  right  obverse  edge  has  a  wire  rim  and  bold  reeding  while  the  left 
obverse  edge  has  very  weak  reeding. 


1875-00  IW  1 12  Dime  with  89  Edge  Reeds 
Obverse  3,  IW  Reverse  H 
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When  cataloging  1875-CC  dime  varieties  within  my  y^A/.seateddimevarieties. com 
web-book,  the  decision  was  made  to  list  the  IW  and  BW  varieties  as  two  separate 
date  chapters.  I  built  the  separate  IW  and  BW  chapters  under  the  assumption  that 
obverse  and  reverse  die  pairings  were  unique  for  each  reverse  mintmark  place- 
ment and  that  there  was  no  cross  pairing  of  obverse  dies  between  the  IW  and  BW 
reverses.  This  assumption  was  simplistic  and  served  the  purpose  of  collecting  and 
organizing  1875-CC  die  variety  information  in  a  form  that  was  useable.  The  reality  of 
cross  obverse  die  pairings  with  both  IW  and  BW  reverse  dies  became  obvious  while 
studying  the  separate  chapters.  It  was  observed  that  1 875-CC  dimes  are  often  seen 
struck  from  terminal  state  dies  with  severe  cracks  and  occasionally  with  spectacular 
cuds.  These  late  state  dies  were  individually  seen  within  the  IW  and  BW  chapters  but 
tracing  their  earlier  marriages  required  incremental  analysis  and  studying  obverse 
dies  paired  with  both  IW  and  BW  reverse  dies. 

Earlier  this  year  I  decided  that  enough  die  variety  information  was  available  in  the 
combined  IW  and  BW  chapters  of  my  web-book  to  attempt  a  full  study  of  1875-CC 
obverse  and  reverse  die  emission  sequences.  This  study  would  hopefully  reveal  the 
total  number  of  1 875  dated  obverse  dies  used  at  the  Carson  City  mint  and  character- 
ize the  sequential  striking  of  coinage  with  IW  and  BW  reverses. 

Total  mintage  for  1875-CC  dimes  is  a  reported  4,645,000  coins,  a  substantial 
quantity  given  the  combined  mintages  for  1871-CC  to  1874-CC  dimes  at  slightly 
over  85,000  pieces.  I  had  hoped  that  this  large  production  for  1875-CC  dimes  and 
a  study  of  the  surviving  specimens  of  this  issue  would  provide  valuable  insight  into 
Carson  City  mint  practices,  the  frequency  of  minting  press  changes.  Seated  dime 
batch  sizes  for  a  given  die  pairing  and  the  lack  of  quality  control  measures. 

I  decided  that  the  most  logical  analytical  approach  would  be  to  build  emission 
sequences  for  each  of  the  obverse  dies  dates  1875  with  either  IW  or  BW  reverses. 
The  first  step  was  the  consolidation  of  the  obverse  dies  within  the  IW  and  BW  chap- 
ters. Thirteen  obverse  dies  are  listed  in  the  IW  chapter  while  only  eight  are  shown 
for  BW  coinage.  The  consolidation  was  accomplished  by  grouping  date  placement 
images  from  the  web-book  in  a  Word  file  and  sequencing  the  images  by  Denticle 
Ruler  measurements.  I  was  careful  to  maintain  the  traceability  of  each  date  image 
to  its  IW  or  BW  reverse  pairing.  It  was  assumed  that  IW  coinage  was  struck  first 
in  1875  based  upon  the  reed  count  data  that  had  been  reported  by  McCloskey  in 
1 978. 1  felt  that  creating  emission  sequences  would  be  straightforward  if  most  of  the 
early  obverse  die  pairings  were  with  IW  reverse  dies.  I  therefore  consolidated  the 
obverse  dies  based  upon  obverse  die  numbering  used  in  the  IW  variety  chapter  of 
the  web-book. 

1875-CC  Obverse  Die  Consolidation 

The  obverse  die  consolidation  for  1875-CC  dimes  is  given  below.  The  first  line 
under  each  photograph  gives  the  obverse  designations  for  each  die  from  the  IW 
and  BW  web-book  tables.  The  second  line  gives  the  Distance  of  Date  to  Base,  Date 
Slope  Measurement  and  the  Denticle  Ruler  (DR)  measurement.  These  identification 
methods  have  been  previously  described  in  the  journal  and  readers  are  invited  to 
visit  the  www.seateddimevarieties.com  website  for  an  incremental  explanation  of 
these  techniques.  Die  markers  including  die  defects  and  die  cracks  have  been  listed 
when  they  have  been  observed  on  the  dies. 
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Obverse  2 
High  Date,  SI.  Downward  Slope  -  DR  OBI 


Obverse  3,  BW  Obverse  6 
High  Date,  Downward  Slope  -  DR  OR 
Large  Die  Defect  on  Liberty's  Belly 


Obverse  4,  BW  Obverse  7 
High  Date,  SI.  Down  Slope  -  DR  1R 


Obverse  5,  BW  Obverse  8 
Medium  Level  Date  -  DR  1C 
Die  Crack  through  OF  AMERICA 


Obverse  6,  BW  Obverse  1 
Medium  Level  Date  -  DR  1L 
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Obverse  7,  BW  Obverse  2 
High  Date,  Downward  Slope  -  DR  1C 
Radial  Die  Cracks  through  Legend 


Obverse  8,  BW  Obverse  4 
High  Date  SI.  Down  Slope  -  DR  00 
Polished  Die  State  DR  OR 


Obverse  9,  BW  Obverse  3 
High  Level  Date  -  DR  1L 
Die  Crack  through  Bottom  of  Date 
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Obverse  10 
Medium  Date,  SI.  Down  Slope  -  DR  OR 


Obverse  1 1 ,  BW  Obverse  5 
High  Date,  Downward  Slope  -  DR  00 


Obverse  12 
Medium  Level  Date  -  DR  OBI 
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Obverse  1 3 
High  Date,  SI.  Downward  Slope  -  DR  0B1 


Results  of  Obverse  Die  Consolidation 

Thirteen  separate  obverse  dies  were  identified,  all  of  which  were  used  to  strike  IW 
coinage.  The  IW  obverse  identification  will  therefore  be  used  in  all  consolidation  tables. 
Eight  of  the  thirteen  obverse  dies  were  used  to  strike  both  IW  and  BW  coinage.  The 
remaining  five  obverse  dies  were  used  exclusively  to  strike  IW  coinage.  The  analysis 
did  not  reveal  any  obverse  die  that  was  used  exclusively  to  strike  BW  coinage.  These 
finding  are  for  the  analysis  performed  through  August  2010  and  are  based  on  the 
assumption  that  all  1875-CC  die  pairings  are  presently  known.  This  assumption  will 
most  likely  be  proven  incorrect  as  incremental  analysis  and  awareness  of  this  work 
becomes  more  widely  known  by  the  publication  of  this  article  in  the  journal. 

1875-CC  Reverse  Die  Identifications 

A  listing  of  the  known  IW  and  BW  reverse  dies  is  given  below.  No  consolidation 
is  required  for  the  reverse  dies  as  each  type  is  uniquely  identified  by  its  mintmark 
placement.  The  title  identifies  the  die  as  IW  or  BW  with  the  IW  reverse  dies  listed  first 
followed  by  the  BW  reverse  dies.  Each  reverse  image  has  been  sized  to  the  same 
dimensions  to  allow  CC  mintmark  measurement  with  a  fixed  crosshair  overlaid  upon 
the  image.  The  measurement  code  is  as  follows:  [mm  X,  Y,  Zx]  where  X  is  a  measure 
of  horizontal  mintmark  placement  with  the  potential  outcomes  Left  (Lt),  Center  (0), 
Right  (Rt);  Y  is  a  vertical  mintmark  measurement  with  potential  outcomes  High  (H), 
Center  (C),  Low  (L);  Zx  is  a  measure  of  mintmark  rotation  from  a  level  plane  with 
potential  outcomes  Tilt  Left  (TL)  and  Tilt  Right  (TR)  followed  by  a  numerical  measure 
of  the  amount  of  tilt  in  degrees. 

Separating  the  reverse  dies  through  mintmark  position  alone  can  be  difficult  as 
several  IW  and  BW  dies  have  quite  similar  mintmark  measurements.  In  those  cases,  I 
have  provided  incremental  diagnostics  and  visual  aids  in  my  web-book.  Readers  are 
Invited  to  visit  the  www.seateddimevarieties.com  website  for  additional  information. 
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IW  Reverse  D,  Small  CC,  [mm  Rt,L] 


IW  Reverse  F,  Small  CC,  [mm  Lt,L] 
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IW  Reverse  G,  Small  CC  [mm  Lt,L] 


IW  Reverse  H,  Small  Wide  CC,  [mm  Rt,L] 


IW  Reverse  I,  Small  CC,  [mm  Rt,C] 
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IW  Reverse  J,  Small  CC,  [mm  Lt,L] 


BW  Reverse  A,  Small  CC,  [mm  Lt,C,TL2] 


BW  Reverse  B,  Small  CC,  [mm  C,L,TL3] 


13 


14 


BW  Reverse  F,  Small  CC,  [mm  Lt,L] 


BW  Reverse  G,  Small  CC,  [mm  Lt,L,TL1] 


Results  of  Reverse  Die  Identification 

Seventeen  reverse  dies  have  been  identified  with  ten  having  IW  mintmarks  and 
seven  having  BW  mintmarks.  The  IW  dies  have  been  identified  as  reverses  A  through 
J  while  the  BW  dies  have  been  identified  as  reverses  A  through  G.  It  is  more  difficult  to 
separate  the  BW  dies  than  the  IW  dies  because  of  limited  movement  in  the  placement 
of  the  CC  mintmark  on  BW  dies.  The  die  sinker  simply  had  limited  space  between 
the  ribbon  ends  and  the  denticles  when  placing  the  CC  mintmark  on  the  BW  dies. 
Note  that  the  mintmark  tilt  measurements  have  been  captured  for  the  BW  dies  as  an 
incremental  parameter  while  they  have  been  ignored  for  the  IW  dies. 
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1875-CC  IW  Dies 
Obverse  and  Reverse  Pairings  and  Emission  Sequences 


Rev  A 

RevB 

RevC 

RevD 

RevE 

RevF 

RevG 

RevH 

Revl 

Rev  J 

Obv1 

IW101 

Obv2 

IW102 
(1).(2) 

Obv3 

IW103 
(2) ,  (3) 

IW104 
(3),(1) 

IW112 

/ A\       /O \ 

(1).(3) 

Obv4 

IW105 
(1).  (4) 

Obv5 

IW106 

(3) ,  (2) 

IW117 

/  A  \    /r \ 

(1).(5) 

Obv6 

IW107 
(3),(1) 

IW108 

1  A\       t  A  \ 

(4),(1) 

Obv7 

IW109 
(2),(1) 

IW110 
(3),(1) 

Obv8 

IW111 

Obv9 

IW113 

Obv10 

IW114 

Obv11 

IW115 
(2)  (]) 

Obv12 

IW116 

(1),(4) 

Obv13 

IW118 

(1),(2) 
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1875-CC  BW  Dies 
Obverse  and  Reverse  Pairings  and  Emission  Sequences 


Rev  A 

Rev  B 

Rev  C 

Rev  D 

Rev  E 

Rev  F 

Rev  G 

Obv  1 

Obv2 

Obv  3 
BW  Obv  6 

BW  107 
(4)  (3) 

Obv  4 
BW  Obv  7 

BW  108 

(2)  (1) 

BW  109 
(3)  (1) 

BW  110 

(4)  ,  (1) 

Obv  5 
BW  Obv  8 

BW  113 
(2)  (2) 

Obv  6 
BW  Obv  1 

BW  101 
(2)  (2) 

BW  111 
(1)  (1) 

Obv  7 
BW  Obv  2 

BW  102 
(1)  (1) 

Obv  8 
BW  Obv  4 

BW  105 
(2) ,  (2) 

BW  104 
(3)  (1) 

Obv  9 
BW  Obv  3 

BW  103 

(2) ,  (3) 

BW  112 

(3) ,  (1) 

Obv  10 

Obv  11 
BW  Obv  5 

BW  106 
(1)>(2) 

Obv  12 

Obv  13 
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1875-CC  Die  Pairings  and  Emission  Sequence 

After  the  1875-CC  obverse  dies  were  consolidated  and  properly  labeled,  reverse 
die  pairings  and  an  emission  sequence  analysis  became  straightforward.  Microsoft 
Word  was  used  again  to  build  a  sequential  visual  map  of  reverse  die  pairings  with 
each  obverse  die.  The  obverse  and  reverse  dies  were  then  sorted  based  upon  die 
states  with  obverse  die  states  initially  identified  followed  by  reverse  die  states.  I  made 
obverse  die  state  assessments  based  upon  date  punch  strength  that  is  reduced  by 
die  wear  and  die  polishing,  denticle  erosion,  the  presence  and  extent  of  metal  flow 
lines  and  the  progression  of  die  cracks.  A  similar  method  was  applied  to  the  reverse 
dies.  The  assessment  was  in  no  way  quantitative,  rather  it  was  a  subjective  sorting 
using  the  images  that  I  had  available  for  study.  After  the  sorting  process,  individual 
1875-CC  dimes  were  visually  inspected  under  a  stereo  microscope  to  document 
emission  sequences  for  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies. 

Findings  from  the  microscopic  inspection  were  placed  into  a  table  with  the  obverse 
dies  listed  numerically  on  the  vertical  scale  and  the  combined  IW  and  BW  reverses 
on  the  horizontal  scale  with  the  IW  reverses  listed  first  in  alphabetical  order  followed 
by  the  BW  reverses  also  in  alphabetical  order.  At  a  die  pairing  intersection  point,  I 
placed  a  notation  of  the  IW  or  BW  variety  and  its  Fortin  reference  number.  To  capture 
the  emission  sequence  of  each  obverse  and  reverse  die,  I  placed  two  numbers  be- 
low the  variety  reference  number.  The  emission  sequences  for  the  obverse  dies  are 
located  on  the  left  while  the  emission  sequences  for  the  reverse  dies  are  located  on 
the  right.  The  emission  sequence  is  identified  by  the  numbers  1,2,3,  etc.  Therefore 
the  code  (2)  ,  (3)  below  a  variety  reference  number  would  indicate  the  second  use 
of  the  obverse  die  and  the  third  use  of  the  reverse  die.  Readers  can  easily  view  the 
obverse  die  emission  sequence  by  reading  the  left  side  numbers  for  the  row  indi- 
cated by  the  obverse  die  of  interest.  Likewise,  the  reverse  emission  sequence  can 
be  viewed  by  reading  the  right  side  numbers  in  the  column  indicated  by  the  reverse 
die  of  interest.  As  a  final  note  to  the  die  pairings  and  emission  sequence  table,  a  few 
of  the  listed  reverse  dies  would  be  candidates  for  the  discovery  of  earlier  die  pairings 
since  only  late  die  state  examples  are  presently  known  from  these  dies.  Therefore, 
earlier  die  state  pairings  are  high  possibilities  for  IW  Reverse  D,  IW  Reverse  J,  BW 
Reverse  F  and  BW  Reverse  G. 

Reeding  measurements  were  also  taken  on  the  1875-CC  dimes  in  my  collection 
when  not  encased  in  a  third  party  grading  holder.  Most  importantly,  dimes  struck  from 
the  IW  wide  CC  reverse  were  checked  due  to  the  earlier  findings  by  McCloskey  who 
reported  that  the  old  89  reed  collar  was  used  to  strike  coins  with  this  reverse. 

Summary  and  Conclusions 

The  analysis  presented  in  the  die  pairings  and  emission  sequence  table  suggests 
that  Carson  City  Mint  officials  did  not  employ  a  systematic  approach  for  the  selec- 
tion and  use  of  coinage  dies.  One  must  also  question  whether  any  quality  control 
inspections  existed  during  the  minting  of  Seated  dimes  in  1875.  This  study  shows 
that  the  selection  and  usage  of  dies  was  uneven  with  some  dies  having  a  single  pair- 
ing while  others  had  multiple  pairings.  Dies  were  also  used  extensively  with  some 
continuing  into  their  terminal  die  states.  Dies  which  saw  only  single  die  pairings  lack 
the  characteristic  heavy  metal  flow  lines  of  late  die  state  pieces.  Many  of  the  single  die 
pairings  could  be  small  production  lots  and  therefore  scarce  to  rare  as  a  die  pairing. 
The  table  below  provides  a  listing  of  die  pairing  for  1875-CC  dies. 
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Obverse  Die  Usage  Total 

Obverse  Die     1     2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10  11   12  13 
Pairings  1144343331211  31 


IW  Reverse  Die  Usage 

Reverse  Die     ABCDEFGH    I  J 

Pairings  4    2    111115    11  18 


BW  Reverse  Die  Usage 

Reverse  Die     A    B    C    D    E    F  G 

Pairings  2    3    2    3    1     1     1  13 


The  results  clearly  indicate  that  1 875-CC  obverse  dies  were  frequently  paired  with 
different  reverse  dies.  There  are  four  known  pairings  for  three  obverses  and  three 
known  pairingsforfour  other  obverses.  However,  only  one  die  pairing  is  known  forfive 
of  the  obverse  dies.  The  IW  reverse  usage  is  quite  unusual  with  five  pairings  known 
for  one  reverse  and  four  more  for  another  reverse.  Surprisingly,  only  one  pairing  is 
known  for  seven  of  the  ten  IW  reverses.  The  BW  reverse  usage  has  a  nnore  normal 
distribution  without  excessive  die  pairing  for  any  of  these  dies. 

One  of  the  fundamental  unanswered  questions  about  1 875-00  dimes  was  whether 
IW  reverse  coinage  was  struck  before  or  after  BW  coinage  during  this  year.  A  careful 
study  of  IW  Reverse  H  die  states,  die  pairings  and  reed  counts  has  led  to  some 
interesting  and  important  findings.  This  study  revealed  that  In  Wreath  coinage  was 
initially  struck  in  1875  from  IW  Reverse  H  and  the  old  style  89  reed  collar  that  was 
used  to  strike  all  1871-00  to  1874-00  dimes.  During  the  die  pairing  with  Obverse  3, 
the  IW  Reverse  H  die  suffered  an  abnormality  that  defaced  it  at  7  o'clock  eliminating 
portions  of  the  lower  left  ribbon  end  and  wreath.  This  later  die  state  has  been  called  H.2. 


1 875-CC  IW  112  Dime  From  Old  89  Reed  Collar 
Wire  Rim  with  Bold  Reeding  on  Right,  Weak  Reeding  on  Left 
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The  IW  Reverse  H  die  was  subsequently  paired  with  Obverse  3  and  a  new  113  reed 
collar.  The  two  later  die  pairings  with  Obverse  12  and  Obverse  5  have  been  verified 
as  being  struck  from  the  1 1 3  reed  collar.  After  reviewing  the  progressive  die  states  of 
IW  Reverse  H,  one  must  ask  if  the  change  from  the  old  89  reed  collar  to  the  standard 
113  reed  collar  had  anything  to  do  with  the  abnormality  that  resulted  in  the  H.2  die 
state.  The  examination  of  a  high  grade  IW  112  coin  at  the  2010  ANA  Convention  in 
Boston  may  have  shed  some  light  upon  this  question.  This  piece  had  89  reeds  and 
appeared  to  have  been  struck  from  dies  that  were  slightly  out  of  alignment  resulting 
in  very  bold  reeds  along  the  right  side  of  the  coin  with  a  raised  ridge  of  extra  metal 
along  the  right  edge  of  the  obverse.  Furthermore,  the  reeds  on  the  left  side  of  the 
coin  were  very  weak  indicating  a  vast  difference  in  pressure  along  the  collar  die.  It 
is  possible  that  this  die  misalignment  placed  enough  pressure  on  the  collar  die  to 
produce  a  catastrophic  failure  in  the  old  collar  and  metal  from  the  broken  collar  could 
have  damaged  IW  Reverse  H  before  the  press  could  be  stopped.  As  of  this  writing, 
all  known  coins  in  Die  State  H  were  struck  from  the  old  89  reed  collar  while  all  known 
coins  in  Die  State  H.2  were  struck  from  the  new  113  reed  collar.  Furthermore,  IW 
1 1 2  coins  are  known  in  Die  State  H  with  the  old  89  reed  collar  and  in  Die  State  H.2 
with  the  113  reed  collar.  Coinage  in  Die  State  H.2  can  be  easily  recognized  by  the 
die  abnormality  through  the  left  ribbon  end  and  wreath  at  7  o'clock. 

I  have  found  that  coinage  struck  from  IW  Reverse  H  is  readily  available  suggesting 
a  large  initial  mintage  with  this  reverse  since  it  is  currently  the  only  known  reverse 
that  was  used  with  the  89  reed  collar.  It  is  therefore  possible  to  conclude  with  reason- 
able certainty  that  IW  coinage  was  initially  struck  before  BW  coinage  during  1875 
production  runs.  The  emission  sequence  table  shows  that  IW  Reverse  H  is  the  first 
known  die  pairing  for  five  of  the  thirteen  obverses  used  to  strike  coins  for  this  date. 
However  this  table  also  shows  that  not  all  IW  coinage  was  struck  first  in  the  year 
with  some  BW  coinage  appearing  in  earlier  die  states  than  some  IW  coinage  with 
the  same  obverse. 
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The  table  below  is  a  die  state  analysis  for  the  use  of  IW  Reverse  H  in  the  produc- 
tion of  1875-CC  coinage.  Die  State  H  is  identified  as  the  state  before  the  reverse 
die  damage  while  Die  State  H.2  is  the  state  immediately  after  the  die  damage  at  7 
o'clock.  Die  State  H.3  is  the  later  die  state  with  the  die  damage  at  7  o'clock  and  the 
presence  of  significant  die  cracks  on  the  die. 

IW  Reverse  H  Die  States 


Pairing 

Obverse  Die  Pairing 

Reed  Count 

1 

Obverse  10,  Die  State  H, 

IW114 

89 

2 

Obverse  13,  Die  State  H, 

IW  118 

89 

3a 

Obverse  3,    Die  State  H, 

IW  112 

89 

3b 

Obverse  3,    Die  State  H.2, 

IW112a 

113 

4 

Obverse  12,  Die  State  H.3, 

IW  116 

113 

5 

Obverse  5,   Die  State  H.3, 

IW117 

113 

Terminal  Die  States  for  1875-CC  coinage 

I  would  like  to  close  this  article  by  illustrating  several  spectacular  terminal  die  states 
for  1 875-CC  coinage.  The  existence  of  these  spectacular  die  states  formed  an  initial 
curiosity,  then  led  to  an  analysis  to  isolate  the  prior  die  pairings  that  produced  these 
collectable  gems.  Afterwards,  the  analysis  expanded  into  a  complete  characterization 
of  all  1875-00  coinage  dies,  their  pairings  and  emission  sequences. 

Two  1875-00  dies  are  known  with  full  die  breaks  and  residual  cuds  below  the 
date  digits.  Dr.  Tim  Oook  first  described  these  pieces  in  terminal  die  states  in  Issue 
#93  of  the  journal  in  July  2005  from  coins  that  he  had  purchased  from  Larry  Briggs 
and  Chris  Pilliod.  The  BW  107a  coin  is  from  the  fourth  pairing  of  Obverse  3  with 
BW  Reverse  D.  While  examples  of  this  die  pairing  were  being  struck,  the  die  crack 
through  the  bottom  of  the  date  digits  grows  progressively  stronger  until  the  die 


Obverse  3,  BW  1 07a  Obverse  9,  BW  1 1 2 

Fortin  Collection  Cook  Collection 
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steel  becomes  completely  separated.  The  BW  112  coin  is  from  the  third  pairing  of 
Obverse  9  with  an  early  die  state  BW  Reverse  D!  Is  it  a  coincidence  that  two  1875 
obverse  dies  progressed  into  terminal  die  states  while  paired  with  the  same  BW 
reverse  die?  Only  two  examples  of  BW  1 07a  and  BW  1 1 2  are  known  and  reside  in 
the  Tim  Cook  and  Gerry  Fortin  collections. 

Three  1 875-CC  reverse  dies  are  found  with  full  die  breaks  and  cuds.  IW  1 07b  is 
the  easiest  to  locate  and  is  a  progressive  cracking  of  IW  Reverse  C  during  its  pairing 
with  Obverse  6.  IW  1 10a  is  a  terminal  die  state  for  IW  Reverse  F  while  paired  with 
Obverse  7.  This  obverse  is  famous  for  its  radial  die  cracks  and  is  listed  as  a  Top 
100  Seated  dime  variety.  BW  106a  has  a  reverse  cud  from  7  o'clock  to  9  o'clock 
and  is  a  terminal  die  state  for  BW  Reverse  C  after  a  long  pairing  with  Obverse  1 1 . 
I  have  seen  only  single  examples  of  IW  1 10a  and  BW  106a  and  believe  that  both 
are  very  rare. 

I  would  like  to  thank  club  President  John  McCloskey  for  reading  multiple  drafts 
of  this  article  and  using  his  research  dating  back  to  the  1 970s  to  offer  explanations 
for  some  of  the  questions  raised  in  this  article.  The  study  of  his  IW  1 1 2  coin  struck 
with  uneven  pressure  on  the  89  reed  collar  offered  some  insight  into  a  possible 
cause  of  the  abnormality  that  produced  Die  State  H.2. 1  also  wish  to  thank  Tim  Cook 
for  the  use  of  his  Seated  dimes  that  facilitated  this  analysis  and  also  Bill  Bugert  for 
providing  the  template  that  was  used  in  preparing  the  emission  sequence  table.  This 
research  and  the  preparation  of  this  article  has  been  a  considerable  undertaking 
and  the  support  from  these  numismatic  scholars  was  sincerely  appreciated. 


IW  Reverse  C,  I W  1 07b  IW  Reverse  F,  IW  1 1 0a 

Fortin  Collection  Fortin  Collection 
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BW  Reverse  C,  BW106a 
Cook  Collection 

* 

Wanted  to  Buy 

Seated  Dimes  with: 
Rotated  Reverses    •  Cuds 

IVIajor  Die  Breaks   •    Better  Dates 

Please  forward  information  on  any  available  coins  to: 
Jason@seated.org 

Jason  Feldman  •  LSCC  #2003 

P.O.  Box  8600  •  Jupiter,  Florida  33468 
Telephone:  (305)  409-2000 

There  are  some  dimes  listed  for  sale  at:  \AnAnA/.seateddime.com 

V  ) 
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Observations  on  the  1865  Doubled  Date  Half  Dollar 


by 

Marc  Young 

The  1 865  Doubled  Date  half  dollar  is  a  very  fascinating  variety  that  clearly  shows 
doubling  on  all  four  digits  of  the  date.  This  variety  has  extra  digits  obliquely  punched 
into  the  die  with  remnants  of  an  earlier  1  clearly  showing  above  the  1  in  the  date  and 
remnants  of  a  earlier  5  showing  below  the  5  in  the  date.  The  86  show  only  minor 
doubling  because  the  earlier  digits  were  punched  closer  to  the  date  digits.  This 
variety  was  first  described  and  illustrated  in  Issue  #20  of  the  journal  in  March  1981 
when  an  example  was  sent  in  by  Jerry  Phillips  for  presentation  to  club  members.  A 
close  up  photograph  of  the  date  on  the  Phillips  coin  has  been  printed  with  this  article 
to  illustrate  the  bold  doubling  in  the  date  on  this  important  variety.  This  picture  was 
taken  by  Bill  Bugert,  the  current  owner  of  the  Phillips  discovery  coin. 

Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  published  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars  in  1993  and  included  an  illustration  of  this  variety  in  their  reference  text. 
They  identified  it  as  1 865  WB-1 02  Doubled  Date.  The  bold  doubling  of  the  first  and 
last  digits  in  the  date  has  made  this  a  popular  variety  and  it  is  pursued  by  many 
specialists  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series. 

Several  years  ago  I  cherrypicked  an  1865  half  dollar  in  a  lot  of  ten  Seated  half 
dollars  purchased  on  eBay.  All  of  the  coins  were  common  dates  in  an  average  grade 
of  FA/F  except  for  the  scarce  1865  coin.  Upon  receipt  of  the  lot,  I  noticed  that  the 
1865  half  dollar  was  an  example  of  the  WB-1 02  variety.  I  later  submitted  my  coin  to 
ANACS  for  attribution  and  grading,  and  it  was  returned  to  me  labeled  "1865  50c  / 
FS-301  /  WB-1 02  EF45." 

In  the  August  2010  issue  of  the  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter,  Paul  Brill  reported  an 
example  of  this  variety  that  he  had  recently  purchased  in  an  AU  grade.  He  reported 
that  his  coin  showed  a  significant  counterclockwise  rotation  of  the  reverse  that  had  not 
been  mentioned  in  the  description  of  the  Phillips  discovery  coin.  He  noted  that  Wiley 
and  Bugert  indicated  that  examples  of  this  variety  can  be  found  with  a  slightly  rotated 


Date  on  1865  Doubled  Date  Half  Dollar 


24 


reverse  and  in  late  die  states  the  reverse  is  cracked  around  the  entire  reverse  legend. 
He  also  reported  that  he  used  the  Leroy  Van  Allen  Rota-Flip  Die  Rotation  Device  to 
measure  the  reverse  rotation  of  his  coin  at  about  32  degrees  counterclockwise. 

The  Brill  report  sent  me  to  the  bank  vault  where  my  coin  had  been  locked  away 
for  some  time.  I  wanted  to  see  if  I  had  missed  a  major  rotation  in  the  reverse  die  on 
my  coin.  I  found  that  my  1 865  Doubled  Date  half  dollar  was  in  near  perfect  coin  align- 
ment, with  possibly  a  rotation  of  a  few  degrees  clockwise.  It  also  appears  that  my 
coin  is  in  an  earlier  die  state  than  has  been  described  for  the  reverse  of  this  variety. 
My  piece  shows  a  thin  die  crack  that  runs  irregularly  through  the  lower  part  of  the 
letters  F  DOL  in  the  denomination.  Cracks  through  the  legend  are  weak  and  appear 
incomplete,  yet  they  become  heavy  through  MERICA. 

I  can  report  that  properly  aligned  coins  do  exist  for  the  1865  Doubled  Date  half 
dollar  and  that  they  appear  to  have  been  struck  before  the  rotated  reverse  coins. 
These  observations  were  confirmed  by  Bill  Bugert  who  recently  indicated  that  he 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine  two  examples  of  this  variety  side  by  side  at  the  201 0 
ANA  Convention  in  Boston,  one  with  a  properly  aligned  reverse  and  the  other  with  a 
rotated  reverse.  His  comparison  revealed  that  the  coin  with  the  rotated  reverse  was 
in  a  much  later  die  state  than  the  piece  with  the  properly  aligned  reverse. 

These  observations  raise  another  question  that  is  yet  to  be  answered.  How  did  the 
die  pair  that  produced  the  1 865  Doubled  Date  half  dollars  begin  in  proper  alignment 
and  end  up  out  of  alignment  at  about  32  degrees  counterclockwise?  If  the  rotated 
reverse  coins  are  the  result  of  one  of  the  dies  working  lose  while  in  the  press,  there 
could  be  a  wide  range  of  reverse  rotations  for  this  fascinating  variety.  However,  these 
rotated  reverse  coins  could  all  have  the  same  degree  of  rotation.  This  would  occur 
if  after  producing  a  number  of  coins  in  proper  alignment,  the  die  pair  was  removed 
from  the  press  and  only  later  remounted  out  of  alignment  before  striking  additional 
coins.  Only  further  study  of  the  known  examples  for  this  variety  will  identify  the  cause 
of  these  rotated  reverse  coins. 


1865  Doubled  Date  Half  Dollar  Struck  from  Properly  Aligned  Dies 
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A  Tribute  to  William  S.  Mackrides 
(1943-2010) 


William  S.  Mackrides  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  on  March  9,  1943 
to  Mildred  and  William  Mackrides.  He  had  a  normal  childhood  and  was  raised  by 
his  mother  and  grandmother.  He  collected  coins  at  an  early  age  and  often  looked 
down  into  the  abandon  tunnels  in  Fairmount  Park  for  lost  or  forgotten  coins. 
He  always  checked  the  coins  that  he  received  in  change  hoping  to  discover  an 
unexpected  treasure.  He  was  an  unbelievable  guitar  player  and  a  member  of  several 
bands  growing  up.  His  band  with  some  friends  was  called  The  High  Hopes.  Bobby 
Rydell  was  their  drummer.  Growing  up  he  went  down  to  Avalon,  New  Jersey  with 
his  friends  where  they  would  spend  time  hanging  out  with  Johnny  Carson  and  Ed 
McMahon. 

He  enlisted  in  the  army  on  September  20, 1 964  and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Knox, 
Kentucky.  He  served  his  country  as  a  radio  operator  and  was  a  marksman  with  a 
rifle.  In  the  early1960s  he  met  Rae,  the  love  of  his  life,  and  later  married  her.  They 
had  two  children,  Billy  and  Chris.  He  was  a  wonderful  husband  and  father  as  well 
as  a  great  provider.  In  1 980  he  purchased  Mitchell  Bros.  Electronics  and  made  the 
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company  what  it  is  today.  He  was  not  a  flashy  person  and  could  always  be  seen 
wearing  jeans  and  a  flannel  shirt.  He  had  a  great  sense  of  humor  and  could  make 
anyone  laugh.  He  was  always  ready  to  help  out  and  give  advice  when  needed. 

He  bought  his  dream  home  in  1995  where  he  lived  with  his  wife.  He  retired  at 
the  end  of  June  2006  but  still  came  into  work  every  day  to  help  out  and  make  sure 
the  company  was  running  smoothly.  However,  everything  changed  in  April  2010 
when  he  was  diagnosed  with  lung  cancer.  He  became  very  sick  and  was  so  weak 
that  he  could  not  even  get  out  of  bed.  But  even  in  this  weakened  state,  he  was  very 
concerned  about  his  family,  very  interested  in  how  his  business  was  doing  and  very 
involved  in  any  discussion  on  his  Seated  Rarities  website.  He  was  a  loving  son, 
husband,  father,  grandfather,  boss,  nephew,  godfather,  uncle,  neighbor  and  friend. 
He  always  enjoyed  trips  to  Long  Beach  Island,  New  Jersey  with  his  family  where  he 
went  fishing  on  his  boat  and  enjoyed  the  rewards  of  a  successful  life  and  career.  It 
seems  that  he  would  always  end  up  having  a  story  in  the  shore  newspaper  about 
one  of  his  spectacular  catches  while  fishing  in  the  local  waters. 

He  was  an  asset  to  the  numismatic  community  where  he  was  very  well  known. 
He  found  a  number  of  rare  varieties  over  the  years  and  even  discovered  some 
that  were  not  previously  known.  He  was  mentioned  in  several  coin  articles  and 
books  noting  his  exceptional  knowledge  of  coins  and  his  numismatic  expertise  in 
19*"  century  silver  coinage.  Even  some  of  the  top  collectors  contacted  him  asking 
for  advice  and  his  opinion  on  some  of  their  purchases.  He  was  a  very  intelligent 
person  and  always  seemed  to  know  something  about  everything.  He  enjoyed 
finding  coins  at  shows  and  on  eBay  and  then  listing  them  on  his  Seated  Rarities 
website  that  he  frequently  advertised  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  as  long  time  LSCC 
Member  #1337. 

He  was  a  fighter  until  the  very  end.  He  sadly  lost  his  battle  with  cancer  on  August 
18,  2010  after  pneumonia  set  in  on  his  good  lung.  He  was  only  67  years  old.  On 
that  day  everyone  lost!  His  family  lost  a  husband,  father,  grandfather,  nephew, 
uncle,  neighbor  and  friend.  The  numismatic  community  lost  a  collector  who  was 
an  icon  to  the  hobby.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  and  his  knowledge  can  never  be 
replaced  or  reproduced.  He  had  a  knack  for  finding  coins  and  recognizing  those 
that  were  rare  and  of  special  interest  to  collectors.  He  knew  when  he  was  looking  at 
something  important  the  minute  he  saw  it.  He  brought  a  lot  of  joy,  knowledge,  love, 
wisdom,  and  laughs  to  everyone  who  knew  him.  He  will  live  forever  in  our  hearts 
and  memories.  He  made  our  lives  richer  during  the  years  that  he  was  with  us. 

Rest  in  Peace  Bill.  We  love  you  and  we  miss  you. 

The  Mackrides  Family 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837  Large  Date,  PCGS  AU55   $450 

1840-  O  With  Drapery,  PCGS  AU50    1450 

1846  NGCVF20   1750 

1849-0  NGCVF30   325 

1853  No  Arrows,  NGC  MS64   1450 

1853-0  No  Arrows,  VF   975 

1863  PCGSVF25   395 

1863-  S  PCGSXF45   295 

1864  VF30,  old  cleaning   785 

1864-  S  PCGSXF40   375 

1865  PCGSPR64   795 

1866  XF,  cleaned   595 

1867  ANACSVG 10,  cleaned   595 

1867  PCGSXF40   1100 

1867-  S  PCGSAU50   350 

1868  PGGSAU50   465 

1871-  S  NGCAU58   225 

DIMES 

1839-0  VF,  Huge  0,  cleaned   $550 

1841-  0  VG+,  Small  0,  Closed  Bud   2950 

1844  XF,  old  cleaning   1250 

1853  No  Arrows,  XF,  old  cleaning   385 

1856-S  PCGSVF35   1175 

1856-S  XF,  cleaned  &  repaired   550 

1859-  S  VF  cleaned   750 

1860-  O  NGCVF20   2350 

1860-S  PCGSXF40   475 

1863  F12   700 

1864  VF,  cleaned   775 

1864  PCGSPR62   625 

1866-S  XF,  original   500 

1867  AU,  old  cleaning   1250 

1 868  PR60,  blundered  date   675 

1868-  S  PCGSXF40   295 

1 872-  CC  VF,  cleaned,  porous   975 

1873  WA,  ANACS  VF30,  DDO   2350 

1874-CC  PCGS  VG8  12,750 


DIMES 

1879  F12   $350 

1880  VF20    395 

1881  XF40    535 

1885-S   PCGSVF25   1650 

QUARTERS 

1842-0  Small  Date,  G4   $625 

1850     AU,  light  cleaning   395 

1853      NA,PCGSXF45    4250 

1858-S   Good   150 

1862-S    PCGSF12   395 

1863  XF   295 

1864  PCGSVF20   325 

1865-  S   About  VF   395 

1867-S  VF20,  retoned   1250 

1868     XF45,  old  cleaning   500 

1870-CC  PCGSAG3   7250 

1870-  CC  PCGS  G6  13,500 

1872-  S  VF,  light  cleaning   3750 

1 873-  CC  WA  AG/Fair,  left  c  weak   4500 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  Good   $215 

1 847/6   PCGS  XF45,  early  state  1 3,500 

1850     AU,  cleaned,  obverse  mark   900 

1866-  S   No  Motto,  PCGS  VF35    1800 

1 871 -  CC  PCGS  VF25   1650 

1 872-  CC  PCGS  VF35   1375 

1 873-  CC  NA,  PCGS  F1 2   750 

1878-CC  PCGSVG8   1050 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1878-CC  VF35,  cleaned,  light  marks   $875 

1879  AU55    1450 

1880  AU,  dipped   1350 

1881  PCGSXF45   1395 

1883      PCGSAU50   1425 


Many  more  coins  available  on  our  website:  briangreerrarecolns.com 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC  #716 

P.O.  Box  3563  •  Urbandale,  Iowa  50323 


Telephone:  (515)  331-3534  •  9AM  to  6PM  weekdays,  Central  time 
Terms:  Ten  day  return  for  any  reason. 
Personal  checks  must  clear  before  shipping. 
Prices  subject  to  change.  Please  add  $5.00  postage  on  all  orders. 
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Boosel  Drawing  of  Quad-Stripes  1873  Half  Dollar 


Len  Augsburger  presented  an  image  of  a  line  drawing  of  the  quad-stripes 
obverse  for  the  1873  With  Arrows  half  dollar  in  his  article  in  Issue  #108  of  the 
journal  that  illustrated  drawings  from  the  John  J.  Ford  Library.  These  drawings 
were  commissioned  by  Ford  in  1962  in  expectation  that  they  would  be  used  in  a 
future  printing  of  the  Standard  Catalogue.  In  his  article  Augsburger  wondered  why 
the  artist  did  not  include  other  features  known  for  this  doubled  die  obverse  since 
Boosel  indicated  he  knew  about  them  in  his  article  on  this  obverse  die  that  was 
published  in  Issue  #33  of  the  journal  in  July  1985. 

Ford  commissioned  the  line  drawings  in  1962  and  Harry  Boosel  was  not  aware 
that  the  quad-stripes  feature  was  caused  by  die  doubling  until  I  pointed  it  out  to 
him  in  February  1984,  a  fact  that  Boosel  acknowledged  in  his  article  in  Issue  #33. 
The  artist  was  probably  working  from  Boosel's  published  articles  in  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine  which  did  not  mention  the  other  characteristics  of  the  die 
doubling.  Notice  that  the  lines  above  the  ribbon  do  not  line  up  with  the  lines  below 
the  ribbon  in  the  illustration  of  the  Boosel-18  drawing.  The  artist  would  not  have 
drawn  the  shield  lines  in  this  position  had  he  known  that  the  quad-stripes  feature 
had  been  caused  by  die  doubling. 

Tom  DeLorey 
LSCC  #273 


Boosel-18  Drawing  of  Quad-Stripes  1873  Half  Dollar 
from  the  John  J.  Ford  Library 
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Rarity  of  Die  Type  Combinations  for 
1875  and  1876  Trade  Dollars 

by 

David  Reimer 

I  read  with  great  interest  the  series  of  articles  by  Joe  Kirchgessner  on  the  Trade 
Dollar  series  that  appeared  in  Issues  #106  to  #108  of  the  journal.  His  articles 
summarized  the  data  gathered  in  January  2009  from  the  club  survey  on  this  series. 
He  also  cautioned  in  his  articles  that  the  data  might  not  necessarily  reflect  the  relative 
rarity  of  the  individual  dates  or  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  obverse  and  reverse  varieties 
in  the  series.  He  stated  that  some  of  the  reported  collections  were  quite  advanced 
and  that  multiple  examples  were  reported  for  some  varieties  that  were  known  to 
be  extremely  rare.  He  believes  that  the  tabulation  of  the  data  from  these  advanced 
collections  could  skew  the  perceived  availability  of  the  rare  varieties. 

Given  Kirchgessner's  concern  about  possible  bias  in  the  data  that  he  had  analyzed, 
I  felt  that  an  independent  study  of  auction  records  on  the  sale  of  Type  I  and  Type  II 
obverse  and  reverse  die  combinations  for  the  transitional  years  of  1875  and  1876 
would  provide  additional  information  on  the  availability  of  these  varieties.  I  therefore 
went  back  to  auction  listings  and  recorded  the  appearance  of  all  Type  I  and  Type  II 
die  combinations  for  the  two  transitional  years. 

The  two  die  types  for  1875  and  1876  are  easily  identified.  The  Type  I  obverse 
has  three  fingers  on  Miss  Liberty's  right  hand  and  the  ribbon  tip  below  the  letters  in 
LIBERTY  points  to  the  left.  The  Type  II  obverse  has  four  fingers  on  Miss  Liberty's  hand 
and  the  ribbon  tip  points  down.  The  Type  I  reverse  has  a  berry  under  the  eagle's  left 
claw  while  the  Type  II  reverse  does  not  have  the  berry.  In  recent  years,  distinguishing 
between  Type  I  and  Type  II  obverse  and  reverse  dies  has  become  more  prevalent. 
The  Red  Book  now  lists  the  types  as  separate  entries  and  they  are  distinguished  in 
the  PCGS  Registry. 


1876-CC  Type  I/I  Trade  Dollar 
Very  Wide  CC  Mintmark 
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Type  I  Obverse 
Ribbon  Tips  below  LIBERTY  Point  to  the  Left 


I  went  back  through  auction  records  for  the  last  five  years  and  examined  the  photo- 
graphs of  exactly  one  thousand  Trade  Dollars  from  the  transitional  years  of  1 875  and 
1876  and  recorded  the  die  type  of  their  obverse  and  reverse.  Because  of  the  large 
number  of  fakes  that  have  plagued  the  series  in  recent  years,  I  only  looked  at  coins 
offered  by  reputable  firms  that  were  in  respected  third  party  holders.  Chopmarked 
coins  were  included  but  over  92%  of  the  coins  in  the  study  were  not  chopped.  The 
results  by  mint  and  year  are  given  below: 

Certified  Trade  Dollars  at  Auction  for  Transitional  Years  -  1875  and  1876 


Date  and  Mint  Number  Percentage 

1875  38  3.8 
1875-CC  126  12.6 
1875-S  329  32.9 

1875-  S/CC  38  3.8 

1876  115  11.5 

1876-  CC  82  8.2 
1876-S  272  27.2 
Total  1000  100.0 


The  table  shows  that  63.9  percent  of  the  coins  auctioned  in  this  study  were  struck  at 
the  San  Francisco  mint  while  another  20.8  percent  were  struck  at  the  Carson  City  mint. 
Only  15.3  percent  of  the  coins  in  the  study  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  mint. 

A  breakdown  by  die  type  and  mint  for  the  year  1875  is  given  in  the  table  below. 

Certified  Trade  Dollars  at  Auction  by  Mint  and  Die  Type  -  1875 
1875  1875-CC  1875-S  1875-S/CC 

Type  Number     Type   Number     Type   Number      Type  Number 

I/I  2  I/I        106  I/I        287  I/I  38 

l/li         36  l/ll       _20  l/ll  _42 

Total     38  Total    126  Total  329 


Only  Type  I/I  and  Type  l/ll  coins  are  known  from  all  three  mints  in  1875.  No  Type 
II  obverse  coins  are  known  from  any  of  the  three  mints  in  this  year.  Some  additional 
information  on  the  coins  from  each  of  the  mints  is  given  below. 

1875  The  1875  Trade  Dollar  is  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series  and  most  of 
the  known  examples  have  the  Type  I!  reverse.  The  1875  I/I  Trade  Dollar  is  one  of  the 
rarest  types  in  the  series  and  recognized  as  such  by  Trade  Dollar  specialists.  In  fact 
I  have  seen  only  three  1 875  I/I  Trade  Dollars  including  the  two  in  this  survey.  Interest- 
ingly enough,  two  of  the  three  pieces  were  chopmarked.  I  agree  with  Kirchgessner's 
opinion  that  most  of  the  Type  I/I  coins  were  shipped  to  the  Orient  where  they  were 
either  chopmarked  or  melted  while  most  of  the  Type  l/ll  coins  remained  in  the  United 
States  and  circulated  domestically.  The  table  shows  that  only  5.3  percent  of  the  1 875 
Trade  Dollars  included  in  this  study  were  Type  I/I  coins. 
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1 875-CC  The  vast  majority  of  1 875-CC  Trade  Dollars  have  the  Type  I  reverse. 
I  have  talked  to  dealers  who  have  described  Type  II  reverse  coins  as  very  rare  but 
this  study  does  not  support  their  opinion.  While  Type  II  reverse  coins  are  scarce,  they 
do  appear  with  some  regularity  at  auction.  Interestingly  enough,  while  the  1 875-CC 
Trade  Dollar  is  more  common  than  the  1875  Trade  Dollar,  in  most  grades  it  is  priced 
the  same  or  higher  than  1 875  coins.  This  may  be  due  to  the  popularity  of  Carson  City 
mint  coins  among  collectors.  The  table  shows  that  only  1 5.9  percent  of  the  1 875-CC 
Trade  Dollars  included  in  this  study  were  Type  l/ll  coins. 

1875-S  The  1875-S  Trade  Dollar  is  a  very  common  date  in  the  series  and  the 
most  frequently  appearing  issue  from  the  transitional  years.  The  table  shows  that 
87.2  percent  of  the  1875-S  Trade  Dollars  included  in  this  study  have  the  Type  I 
reverse.  However,  examples  with  the  Type  II  reverse  are  often  available  due  to  the 
large  number  of  appearances  of  this  date. 

1 875-S/CC  Coins  of  this  issue  were  listed  separately  from  1 875-S  coins  because 
most  collectors  consider  it  to  be  a  separate  date  in  the  series.  Examples  are  scarce 
but  1 875-S/CC  coins  represent  a  fascinating  variety  that  is  in  demand  by  Trade 
Dollar  specialists. 

A  breakdown  by  die  type  and  mint  for  the  year  1876  is  given  in  the  table  below. 


Certified  Trade  Dollars  at  Auction  by  Mint  and  Die  Type  -  1876 
1876  1876-00  1876-S 


Type 

Number 

Type 

Number 

Type 

Number 

l/i 

43 

I/I 

7 

I/I 

163 

l/ll 

72 

I/I  DDR 

27 

l/ll 

72 

11/11 

0 

l/ll 

48 

ll/ll 

37 

Total 

115 

Total 

82 

Total 

272 

Type  I/I,  Type  l/ll  and  Type  ll/ll  coins  are  known  for  1 876  and  1 876-S  Trade  Dollars. 
However  no  coins  with  the  Type  II  obverse  are  known  for  1876-CC  coins.  Some 
additional  information  on  the  coins  from  each  of  the  mints  is  given  below. 

1876  Type  l/ll  is  the  most  frequently  seen  die  type  for  1876  coins  with  62.6 
percent  of  the  appearances.  Type  I/I  coins  represented  a  significant  minority  with  37.4 
percent.  The  great  rarity  for  this  issue  is  Type  ll/ll.  I  didn't  encounter  even  a  single 
example  of  this  die  type  in  my  survey!  However,  I  do  know  that  they  exist  because 
at  one  time  I  owned  one,  purchased  coincidently  in  Philadelphia.  Kirchgessner  also 
reported  a  few  examples  in  his  census  survey  of  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 

1 876-00  The  1 876-CC  Trade  Dollar  is  another  popular  date  due  to  its  scarcity 
and  the  fact  that  it  is  a  Carson  City  issue.  Type  l/ll  is  the  most  frequently  encountered 
die  type  for  this  issue  with  58.6  percent  of  the  coins.  However  the  real  controversy 
for  this  issue  is  the  rarity  of  Type  I/I  coins  with  the  doubled  die  reverse.  The  doubled 
image  on  the  reverse  is  striking,  easily  visible  at  a  distance  with  the  naked  eye. 
The  listed  prices  for  these  doubled  die  coins  are  also  striking,  making  them  more 
expensive  than  most  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series  including  1 875-S/CC  coins.  But 
the  table  indicates  that  Type  I/I  coins  without  the  doubled  die  reverse  are  actually 
encountered  less  frequently  than  doubled  die  reverse  coins.  The  table  shows  that 
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Type  I/I  coins  represent  8.5  percent  of  the  listed  coins  while  Type  I/I  coins  with  the 
doubled  die  reverse  represent  32.9  percent  of  these  coins.  This  does  not  say  that 
doubled  die  reverse  coins  are  common,  only  that  their  popularity  and  price  structure 
result  in  their  appearance  at  auction  more  frequently  than  their  actual  rarity  would 
indicate.  However  the  table  does  show  that  Type  I/I  coins  without  the  doubled  die 
reverse  are  scarce.  I  can  attest  to  this  from  personal  experience  as  I  have  found  them 
to  be  very  difficult  to  find. 

1 876-S  The  1 876-S  Trade  Dollar  is  one  of  the  most  common  dates  in  the  series. 
Type  I/I  is  the  most  common  of  the  three  die  types  with  59.9  percent  of  the  listed 
coins.  However  there  are  enough  coins  of  all  three  die  types  available  to  the  collec- 
tor so  that  all  three  can  be  found  with  some  searching.  Type  11/11  would  be  the  least 
frequently  encountered  die  type  with  only  13.6  percent  of  the  appearances  but  nice 
examples  of  this  type  appear  on  a  regular  basis. 

There  are  sixteen  die  types  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series  for  the  two  transitional  years 
of  1 875  and  1 876.  A  ranking  of  these  die  types  is  order  of  frequency  of  appearance 
in  this  auction  survey  is  given  in  the  table  below. 

Ranking  of  Die  Types  for  Transitional  Years  -  1875  and  1876 


Date  and  Type 

Number 

Percentage 

Rank 

1875  I/I 

2 

0.2 

2 

1875  l/ll 

36 

3.6 

6 

1875-CC  I/I 

106 

10.6 

14 

1875-CC  l/ll 

20 

2.0 

4 

1875-S  I/I 

287 

28.7 

16 

1875-S  l/ll 

42 

4.2 

9 

1875-S/CC 

38 

3.8 

8 

1876  I/I 

43 

4.3 

10 

1876  l/ll 

72 

7.2 

12 

1876  11/11 

0 

0.0 

1 

1876-CC  I/I 

7 

0.7 

3 

1876-CC  I/I  DDR 

27 

2.7 

5 

1876-CC  l/ll 

48 

4.8 

11 

1 876-S  I/I 

163 

16.3 

15 

1 876-S  l/ll 

72 

7.2 

13 

1 876-S  ll/ll 

37 

3.7 

7 

Total 

1000 

100.0 

The  table  shows  that  the  1 876  Type  ll/ll  and  1 875  Type  I/I  are  by  far  the  rarest  die 
types  for  the  two  transitional  years  of  1875  and  1876.  They  are  great  rarities  in  the 
series  and  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  grade.  The  1876-CC  I/I  without  the  doubled 
die  reverse  appears  to  be  scarce  and  underrated  due  to  the  presence  of  the  doubled 
die  reverse  coins  for  this  issue.  The  1 875-S  Type  I/I  and  1 876-S  Type  1/1  are  by  far  the 
most  common  of  the  die  types  for  these  two  years,  being  the  most  common  types 
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for  the  two  highest  mintage  issues  for  the  two  transitional  years.  The  1876  Type  l/ll 
and  1876-S  Type  l/ll  were  tied  with  the  same  number  of  appearances  in  this  auction 
survey.  The  tie  was  broken  with  the  1876  Type  l/ll  given  the  lower  rank  because  the 
1876  date  had  a  much  smaller  mintage. 

Chopmarked  Coins 

Collecting  chopmarked  Trade  Dollars  is  a  fascinating  pursuit  for  collectors  of 
the  series  and  it  is  growing  in  popularity.  A  count  showed  that  only  79  of  the  one 
thousand  Trade  Dollars  in  this  survey  were  chopmarked.  I  did  not  separate  out  the 
chopmarked  coins  in  the  survey  because  I  felt  that  the  sample  size  was  too  small 
to  reach  any  conclusions.  I  did  observe  that  most  of  the  chopmarked  coins  in  this 
study  were  from  the  western  branch  mints  in  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco.  I  can 
therefore  say  that  chopmarked  coins  from  the  Philadelphia  mint  dated  1875  and 
1 876  are  very  rare  regardless  of  the  die  type. 

Conclusions 

The  results  of  this  survey  tend  to  support  the  conventional  wisdom  among  collec- 
tors and  dealers  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  That  is,  Trade  Dollar  specialists  generally 
believe  that  1 875  Type  I/I  coins  and  1 876  Type  11/11  coins  are  among  the  rarest  die  types 
in  the  series  for  the  transitional  years  of  1875  and  1876.  My  survey  results  support 
this  opinion!  I  believe  that  I  have  also  shown  what  many  specialists  have  suspected, 
that  while  1876-CC  Type  I/I  coins  with  the  doubled  die  reverse  are  scarce,  1876-CC 
Type  I/I  coins  without  the  doubled  die  reverse  are  even  harder  to  find. 

I  also  suspect  that  my  survey  still  underestimates  the  actual  rarity  of  some  of 
the  die  types.  I  looked  primarily  at  encapsulated  coins  appearing  in  major  auc- 
tions. More  common  coins,  especially  1875-S  and  1876-S  coins  that  are  circulated 
or  chopmarked,  are  less  likely  to  be  encapsulated  and  offered  for  sale  in  a  major 
auction  than  some  of  the  rarities  like  1875-S/CC  or  1876-CC  DDR  coins.  I  therefore 
believe  that  these  rare  issues  and  the  other  scarce  dates  are  even  rarer  than  my 
survey  would  suggest. 


1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Trade  Dollar 
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The  New  Carson  City  Half  Dollar  Reference  Book 

A  Register  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties 
Volume  II,  Carson  City  Branch  Mint  by  Bill  Bugert 

This  new  reference  book  is  a  brilliant  piece  of  numismatic  research  that  provides 
invaluable  information  on  the  96  known  die  marriages  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 
from  the  Carson  City  mint.  The  main  purpose  of  this  text  is  to  provide  the  reader 
with  sufficient  information  to  identify  the  die  marriage  of  any  given  Carson  City  half 
dollar  that  was  produced  at  this  branch  mint  over  the  nine  year  period  from  1870  to 
1 878.  But  in  reading  through  the  text  I  found  that  it  did  much  more,  providing  me  with 
valuable  insights  into  American  history  during  the  years  that  the  Carson  City  branch 
mint  was  operating  on  the  western  frontier.  The  new  branch  mint  opened  in  1 870  and 
produced  relatively  small  quantities  of  silver  coins  during  its  first  five  years  of  opera- 
tion. Then  in  1875  Congress  passed  the  Specie  Redemption  Act  which  required  the 
government  to  redeem  fractional  currency  with  silver  coinage.  This  resulted  in  the 
immediate  production  of  large  numbers  of  silver  dimes,  quarters  and  half  dollars  at 
all  of  the  United  States  mints.  In  late  1877  silver  coinage  that  had  disappeared  from 
circulation  in  the  early  1860s  returned  from  Canada,  Central  America  and  South 
America  to  once  again  act  as  local  currency.  With  this  influx  of  silver  coinage  returning 
from  foreign  countries,  the  production  of  subsidiary  silver  coinage  was  suspended, 
resulting  in  the  striking  of  vastly  reduced  quantities  of  Seated  half  dollars.  These 
historical  events  played  a  key  role  in  the  half  dollar  mintages  shown  for  Carson  City 
half  dollars  during  the  1870s. 

My  next  step  was  to  page  though  the  text  examining  the  charts,  tables,  picture 
segments  and  descriptions  that  were  available  for  the  various  dates  and  die  mar- 
riages in  the  series.  After  reviewing  the  text  carefully,  I  went  to  my  bank  vault  and 
selected  twelve  Carson  City  half  dollars  from  my  collection  that  were  in  the  VF  to  XF 
grade  range  to  test  my  ability  to  identify  the  die  marriage  of  individual  pieces.  After 
reviewing  several  options  on  how  to  attribute  my  coins,  I  decided  on  an  approach 
that  I  believed  would  allow  me  to  identify  the  die  marriage  of  each  coin  with  reason- 
able efficiency. 

In  reading  through  the  text,  I  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  table  of  picture  seg- 
ments that  showed  the  location  of  the  mintmark  on  all  of  the  reverse  dies  for  a  given 
date.  I  would  examine  the  mintmark  position  for  one  of  my  coins  with  a  magnifying 
glass,  compare  it  to  the  picture  segments  for  that  date  and  then  select  the  reverse 
that  seemed  to  match  my  coin.  I  then  went  to  the  page  for  the  die  marriage  that 
used  this  reverse  and  checked  to  see  if  I  could  locate  the  other  die  markers  listed 
for  this  reverse.  In  most  cases  I  quickly  confirmed  that  I  had  the  correct  reverse  for 
the  coin  that  I  was  studying.  This  procedure  worked  very  well  except  for  1876-CC 
coins  where  I  had  a  large  number  of  options.  In  this  case  I  located  a  couple  of  pic- 
tures that  seemed  to  match  the  mintmark  position  and  then  went  to  the  die  marriage 
pages  to  identify  the  reverse  from  other  die  markers.  This  procedure  always  led  to 
the  identification  of  the  reverse  die  but  it  did  take  a  little  longer  to  eliminate  all  but 
one  of  the  possible  options. 

The  next  step  was  to  examine  the  die  marriage  table  to  see  how  many  obverses 
were  paired  with  the  identified  reverse.  In  most  cases  there  was  only  one  obverse 
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paired  with  this  reverse  and  it  was  quickly  confirmed  to  nnatch  the  obverse  on  my 
coin.  When  more  than  one  obverse  was  paired  with  the  identified  reverse,  die  mark- 
ers quickly  identified  the  die  marriage  of  the  coin  under  study. 

I  found  that  it  was  fairly  easy  to  identify  the  die  marriage  of  the  coins  that  I  had 
chosen  to  test  my  skills.  However,  I  picked  relatively  high  grade  coins  for  attribution 
where  date  and  mintmark  positions  could  be  easily  identified.  I  would  expect  that 
die  marriage  identification  would  be  more  difficult  on  lower  grade  coins  were  die 
cracks  would  be  obscured  by  wear  and  other  features  worn  away  on  the  surface  of 
the  coins.  I  also  did  not  encounter  a  situation  where  a  coin  in  question  did  not  match 
any  of  the  marriages  listed  in  the  text.  I  would  think  that  it  would  take  more  work  to 
be  sure  that  you  had  eliminated  all  of  the  possibilities  before  declaring  that  you  had 
identified  a  new  die  marriage  for  a  given  date. 

I  believe  that  this  research  work  serves  as  a  text  book  example  on  how  any  Seated 
series  should  be  studied  and  it  provides  detailed  die  marriage  information  for  future 
collectors  of  the  series.  This  text  can  serve  as  a  valuable  resource  for  collectors  to 
authenticate  genuine  Seated  half  dollars  struck  from  the  dies  used  at  the  United 
States  branch  mint  in  Carson  City  during  the  latter  years  of  the  19""  century.  I  would 
expect  that  new  die  marriages  will  be  discovered  with  the  appearance  of  this  book, 
but  this  reference  text  provides  a  new  foundation  from  which  the  study  of  Carson 
City  half  dollars  can  now  be  expanded.  I  am  thrilled  to  see  this  book  in  print  as  I 
have  encouraged  the  author  to  publish  it  so  that  this  information  will  be  available 
for  future  generations  of  collectors.  Too  often  in  the  past  numismatic  scholars  have 
left  behind  only  notes  of  their  research  and  those  notes  have  either  been  lost  or 
destroyed  before  they  could  be  preserved  for  future  reference.  Thankfully,  that  has 
not  happened  in  this  case! 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  201 1 .  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday  January  7,  201 1  in 
Tampa,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Tampa 
Convention  Center  in  Tampa.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  given  in  the  conven- 
tion program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to  gather  and 
exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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A  Register  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties 

Volume  II 
Carson  City  Branch  Mint 

A  new  book  on  the  die  vaneties  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  the  Carson 
City  Branch  Mint  is  now  available.  The  book  was  written  by  Bill  Bugert  and  includes 
special  edits  by  Randy  Wiley,  the  well-known  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  expert. 


Some  information  about  the  book  is  given  below: 

1 .  The  text  features  the  Carson  City  half  dollar  collection  of  Randy  Wiley. 

2.  The  book  gives  details  for  all  96  known  die  marriages  of  Carson  City  Branch 
Mint  half  dollars  including  narratives,  photo  diagnostics,  rarity  ratings  and  other 
background  information. 

3.  The  text  includes  over  900  close  up  and  full  coin  photographs. 

4.  The  book  contains  220  pages  in  an  8.5  x  1 1  inch  format. 

5.  The  text  is  printed  on  high  quality  100#  anthem  gloss  paper. 

6.  The  book  is  available  in  3-hole  punched  format,  ready  for  your  binder,  or  in  plastic 
comb  binding  format.  Please  specify  format  when  purchase  is  made. 

7.  The  book  is  priced  at  $50  postpaid  for  U.S.  delivery. 

8.  Available  directly  from  the  author  at: 

Bill  Bugert  •  1230  Red  Rock  Road  •  Gettysburg,  PA  17325-6927 

Telephone:  (717)  337-0229 
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Adventures  in  Numismatics, 
1856  United  States  Coinage 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

I  began  collecting  Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  1955  and  had  nearly  completed  my 
set  by  date  and  mint  during  the  next  ten  years.  I  then  expanded  my  collection  to 
Seated  half  dimes  in  the  late  1960s  and  started  work  on  a  Seated  quarter  collection 
in  the  early  1 970s.  By  the  1 980s  I  was  buying  Seated  half  dollars  and  Seated  dollars 
and  for  a  while  I  was  intrigued  by  the  die  types  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  I  did  buy 
Seated  dime  varieties  and  a  few  Seated  quarter  varieties  when  they  were  available, 
but  I  never  made  a  serious  attempt  to  systematically  study  varieties  for  any  of  the 
Seated  denominations.  However,  I  did  study  the  coins  I  purchased  from  each  series 
in  an  attempt  to  obtain  as  much  information  as  I  could  about  mint  procedures  during 
the  middle  of  the  19'^  century. 

While  I  had  a  working  knowledge  of  the  Seated  denominations  that  I  collected,  I 
never  considered  myself  an  expert  in  any  of  them.  By  the  early  1 990s  I  made  a  con- 
scious decision  to  begin  several  research  projects  on  gold  coinage  because  very  little 
was  then  known  about  these  coins.  I  quickly  learned  that  very  few  people  collected 
gold  coinage  by  date  and  mint  because  of  a  long  list  of  rarities  in  each  series.  As  a 
scientist  I  always  got  my  greatest  thrills  from  the  discovery  of  new  information  and  I 
felt  that  the  gold  denominations  held  the  greatest  promise  for  some  original  research. 
I  have  not  been  disappointed  by  the  direction  that  my  work  has  taken  over  the  last 
fifteen  years.  I  was  particularly  pleased  to  find  that  so  much  of  what  I  had  learned 
about  Seated  coinage  was  directly  applicable  to  19'^  century  gold  coinage.  After  all, 
the  same  procedures  were  used  to  prepare  the  coinage  dies  and  the  same  presses 
were  used  to  strike  the  coins.  Patterns  that  I  had  observed  on  Seated  coinage  often 
applied  to  the  various  gold  denominations.  With  my  increasing  knowledge  of  gold 
coinage,  I  decided  to  do  research  on  topics  that  covered  the  spectrum  of  United 
States  coinage  from  copper  half  cents  to  gold  double  eagles. 


1856-S  Half  Dollar  with  Upright  5  in  Date 
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I  had  always  been  fascinated  by  the  different  date  styles  on  the  coinage  of  1856. 
The  1 856  Seated  half  dollar  has  a  date  with  an  Upright  5  while  the  1 856  Seated  dollar 
has  a  date  with  a  Slanted  5.  The  1856  gold  quarter  eagle  has  a  date  with  a  Slanted 
5  while  the  gold  half  eagle  has  a  date  with  an  Upright  5.  Interestingly  enough,  1856 
copper  large  cents,  Seated  dimes  and  gold  dollars  were  struck  from  some  dies  with 
a  Slanted  5  and  others  with  an  Upright  5.  It  wasn't  clear  from  these  observations  how 
the  mint  was  selecting  date  styles  for  the  various  denominations  so  I  decided  that  a 
comprehensive  study  of  all  denominations  of  United  States  coinage  struck  in  1856 
might  provide  some  answers  to  this  question. 

After  studying  the  date  style  on  all  denominations  of  United  States  coinage  dated 
1856,  I  was  able  to  identify  seven  date  logotypes  of  varying  size  that  were  used  to 
prepare  the  dates  on  thirteen  different  denominations  produced  during  this  year. 
I  found  that  the  3"^,  4""  and  6'^  logotypes  in  increasing  size  had  a  date  with  an 
Upright  5  while  the  2"'^,  5'^  and  7'*^  logotypes  in  increasing  size  had  a  date  with  a 
Slanted  5.  It  appears  that  when  the  mint  staff  decided  to  change  the  size  of  the  date 
on  three  different  denominations  during  this  year,  it  just  chose  a  date  logotype  of  the 
next  size  that  was  already  on  hand.  A  complete  listing  of  my  findings  for  this  study 
is  given  in  my  article  Date  Styles  for  1856  United  States  Coinage  that  was  published 
in  Issue  #1 00  of  the  journal. 

Bill  Bugert  had  published  his  article  The  1856  Notched  1  Half  Dollars  in  Issue  #98 
of  the  journal  describing  a  special  feature  that  he  had  identified  on  all  obverse  dies 
for  Seated  half  dollars  of  this  year.  In  this  article  Bugert  illustrated  and  described  a 
small  triangular  notch  that  appears  in  the  lower  base  of  the  digit  1  of  the  date  near 
its  right  edge.  He  indicated  that  all  25  obverse  dies  that  were  used  to  strike  1856 
Seated  half  dollars  at  the  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mints  had 
this  unusual  feature.  My  research  on  date  styles  of  1856  coinage  showed  that  all  of 


1856  Half  Dollar  with  Triangular  Notch  in  Base  of  1 
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the  obverse  dies  used  to  strike  1 856  half  dollars  were  prepared  from  a  four  digit  date 
logotype  that  I  identified  as  Date  Style  F  for  this  year.  Since  all  25  of  the  half  dollar 
obverse  dies  had  the  same  clearly  defined  triangular  notch  in  the  base  of  the  digit  1 , 
it  was  clear  that  the  defect  was  in  the  date  logotype  and  then  transferred  to  each  of 
the  obverse  dies  as  they  were  being  prepared  for  use  at  the  mint.  While  the  Bugert 
research  showed  that  the  logotype  for  Date  Style  F  was  used  to  prepare  the  obverse 
dies  for  1856  half  dollars,  my  research  on  this  date  showed  that  the  same  logotype 
was  used  to  prepare  the  dates  on  the  obverse  dies  for  all  1 856  gold  eagles,  all  1 856 
gold  double  eagles  and  the  dies  with  an  Upright  5  used  on  1856  large  cents. 

The  Bugert  research  has  shown  that  the  logotype  for  Date  Style  F  was  damaged 
before  the  half  dollar  dies  were  prepared  at  the  mint  because  all  known  obverse  dies 
for  this  denomination  have  the  same  distinctive  triangular  notch.  However,  at  this 
point  it  was  not  known  whether  any  or  all  of  the  obverse  dies  used  to  strike  coinage 
for  the  other  three  denominations  with  Date  Style  F  had  the  triangular  notch  in  the 
base  of  the  digit  1 .  In  an  effort  to  answer  this  question,  I  have  been  studying  the 
date  on  all  of  the  1 856  eagles,  double  eagles  and  Upright  5  large  cents  that  I  see  at 
shows  and  conventions. 

My  work  in  checking  for  the  triangular  notch  on  1 856  coinage  has  been  very  chal- 
lenging. First  of  all,  the  notch  is  very  small  and  cannot  be  seen  on  pictures  shown 
in  auction  catalogues  or  on  digital  images  available  on  the  internet.  Checking  for 
the  notch  requires  personal  inspection  of  individual  coins  under  magnification.  Fur- 
thermore, individual  specimens  must  be  in  grades  of  XF  or  higher  since  any  minor 
scrape  or  abrasion  near  the  date  or  the  movement  of  metal  due  to  wear  on  the  surface 
of  the  coin  will  quickly  obscure  the  delicate  features  in  the  notch.  In  spite  of  these 
limitations,  I  would  like  to  report  that  all  of  the  1856  gold  eagles  and  gold  double 
eagles  that  I  have  studied  have  clearly  illustrated  the  notch  in  the  base  of  the  digit 
1 .  My  research  has  not  been  nearly  as  exhaustive  as  that  done  by  Bugert  on  1 856 
half  dollars,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  damage  to  the  logotype  for  Date  Style  F  occurred 
early  in  its  use  while  preparing  obverse  dies  of  this  date.  It  is  possible  that  additional 
research  will  identify  an  obverse  die  with  Date  Style  F  that  does  not  have  the  notch 
in  the  base  of  the  digit  1 .  This  would  be  very  useful  information  as  it  would  help  us 
to  better  understand  which  dies  were  prepared  first  at  the  mint  during  this  year. 

My  work  with  1856  coinage  turned  out  to  be  very  helpful  following  an  important 
discovery  that  I  made  just  a  few  months  ago.  During  June  2010  a  friend  who  knew 
that  I  published  a  journal  on  1 9'^  century  coinage  approached  me  at  a  social  function 
and  asked  me  to  take  a  look  at  a  group  of  gold  coins  that  had  been  in  his  family  for 
nearly  a  century.  It  turned  out  that  his  87  year  old  father  wanted  to  distribute  these 
coins  to  his  heirs  but  wanted  an  opinion  on  their  value  before  doing  so.  There  were 
two  common  date  gold  eagles  and  two  gold  double  eagles.  I  didn't  have  my  magnify- 
ing glass  with  me  or  a  price  listing  but  I  provided  him  with  my  best  estimate  of  their 
value  from  my  general  knowledge  of  United  States  coinage.  The  first  double  eagle 
was  a  nice  1 856-S  coin  with  only  light  wear  on  its  high  points.  I  told  him  that  this  was 
a  common  date  and  that  its  value  would  be  somewhere  between  $1500  and  $1800 
depending  upon  the  current  price  of  gold.  The  second  double  eagle  was  a  nice 
original  1856-0  coin  that  I  felt  would  grade  at  least  XF-40.  I  knew  that  New  Orleans 
double  eagles  from  the  late  1 850s  were  rare  but  I  didn't  know  how  rare  or  their  value 
since  I  had  never  collected  this  series.  I  returned  home  that  evening  and  checked 
my  most  recent  copy  of  Coin  Values  to  learn  that  I  had  just  hit  the  jackpot! 
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I  discovered  that  the  1 856-0  double  eagle  was  the  rarest  New  Orleans  double  eagle 
and  my  reference  book  on  New  Orleans  gold  indicated  that  there  were  probably  no 
more  than  20  to  25  known  specimens  of  this  date  with  many  of  them  either  harshly 
cleaned  or  badly  damaged  by  deep  and  distracting  abrasions.  The  next  day  I  called 
the  owner  and  told  him  that  the  1856-0  double  eagle  was  a  very  rare  coin  and  that 
while  it  was  listed  at  $220,000  in  an  XF  grade,  I  felt  that  it  could  being  much  more 
than  that  at  auction  because  of  its  beautiful  original  surfaces  with  only  a  few  minor 
field  marks  that  were  hardly  noticeable.  He  replied  "You're  kidding!"  I  indicated  that 
I  was  not  kidding  and  that  I  have  been  studying  19'^  century  United  States  coinage 
for  over  50  years  and  I  would  not  joke  around  about  something  like  this.  Even  so,  I 
don't  think  that  he  really  believed  my  opinion  on  the  value  of  his  coin  until  1  took  my 
copy  of  Coin  Values  to  his  home  and  showed  him  the  listing  in  black  and  white. 

With  the  potential  value  of  the  1856-0  double  eagle  that  I  had  identified,  I  told 
the  owner  that  I  wanted  to  examine  his  two  double  eagles  under  my  microscope  to 
make  sure  that  they  were  genuine.  This  is  where  my  research  on  1 856  United  States 
coinage  came  in  very  handy!  I  put  the  1856-S  double  eagle  under  the  microscope 
and  compared  each  curve  and  line  in  all  four  digits  of  its  date  with  a  large  picture 
that  I  had  of  a  coin  with  Date  Style  F.  The  shape  of  each  digit  matched  perfectly  to 
the  proper  date  style  for  this  denomination.  I  next  focused  on  the  base  of  the  digit  1 
and  I  could  clearly  see  the  triangular  notch  that  should  appear  on  all  genuine  coins 
with  this  date  style.  This  exercise  was  conducted  to  make  sure  that  I  could  identify 
the  genuine  date  style  for  1856  double  eagles. 

I  next  placed  the  1856-0  double  eagle  under  the  microscope  and  once  again 
compared  each  curve  and  line  in  all  four  digits  of  the  date  with  Date  Style  F  Again  it 
was  a  perfect  match.  I  then  turned  to  the  base  of  the  digit  1  and  identified  the  trian- 
gular notch  in  the  base  of  the  digit  1 ,  exactly  where  it  should  be  on  coins  with  Date 
Style  F  There  was  a  minor  ding  near  the  notch  that  slightly  distorted  the  defect,  but 
the  notch  was  clearly  visible  on  the  coin.  I  was  very  pleased  by  the  confirmation  of 
the  notched  1  for  the  1856-0  double  eagle.  This  date  is  very  rare  and  I  didn't  know 
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if  I  would  ever  have  the  opportunity  to  study  an  exannple  under  my  own  microscope. 
I  guess  you  just  cannot  predict  when  an  opportunity  will  present  itself  to  obtain  valu- 
able information  about  a  very  rare  coin. 

With  an  original  mintage  of  only  2250  specimens  for  the  1856-0  double  eagle,  I 
would  expect  that  the  entire  mintage  was  produced  from  a  single  obverse  die.  This 
means  that  all  of  the  genuine  examples  for  this  very  rare  issue  should  have  the  dis- 
tinctive notch  at  the  base  of  the  digit  1  in  the  date.  With  this  confirmation  I  turned  the 
coin  to  the  reverse  side  under  the  microscope  and  quickly  identified  the  distinctive 
die  crack  for  the  1856-0  reverse  that  runs  from  the  denticles  through  the  D  in  the 
denomination  to  the  ribbon.  I  now  believed  that  I  had  sufficient  information  to  con- 
clude that  the  piece  was  a  genuine  example  of  this  rare  date  that  had  been  hidden 
away  from  the  numismatic  community  for  nearly  one  hundred  years. 

At  this  point  I  recognized  that  I  had  made  an  important  discovery  and  I  told  the 
owner  that  we  should  announce  the  existence  of  this  piece  to  the  numismatic  com- 
munity. I  therefore  called  Beth  Deisher  at  Coin  World  and  told  her  that  I  had  identified 
a  completely  unknown  example  of  the  1 856-0  double  eagle  and  that  I  would  like  to 
write  an  article  describing  and  authenticating  the  specimen  for  publication  in  Coin 
World.  She  invited  me  to  Coin  World  where  supporting  photographs  of  the  coin 
were  taken  in  early  July  2010.  A  few  days  later  I  sent  her  a  final  draft  of  my  article 
and  was  pleased  to  learn  that  she  planned  to  run  it  on  the  front  cover  of  the  July  26, 
2010  issue  of  Coin  World. 

With  the  publication  of  my  article  describing  the  new  1 856-0  double  eagle,  I  started 
to  receive  telephone  calls  from  collectors  and  dealers  asking  if  the  piece  would  be 
listed  for  sale.  1  spoke  to  the  owner  who  initially  intended  to  keep  the  specimen  as 
a  family  heirloom,  but  its  value  convinced  him  that  it  made  more  sense  to  sell  it.  He 
is  not  a  collector  and  felt  that  he  could  make  good  use  of  the  money  that  it  would 
bring  if  sold.  He  therefore  decided  to  put  the  coin  up  for  auction  in  the  Heritage  Long 
Beach  sale  in  September  201 0  where  it  was  illustrated  on  the  front  cover  of  the  sale 
catalogue  and  sold  for  $345,000  as  Lot  #5554  in  the  sale. 


Newly  Discovered  1856-0  Double  Eagle 
Recently  Certified  as  NGC  XF45+ 
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The  main  purpose  of  this  article  was  to  demonstrate  that  information  obtained  from 
the  study  of  Seated  coinage  can  frequently  be  used  to  authenticate  coins  from  other 
series  struck  at  the  United  States  mint  during  the  middle  of  the  1 9"^  century.  The  mint 
procedures  used  to  prepare  the  dies  for  Seated  coinage  were  also  used  to  prepare 
the  dies  for  gold  coinage.  The  date  logotypes  used  on  the  various  denominations  of 
Seated  coinage  were  also  used  to  prepare  dies  for  use  in  striking  gold  and  copper 
coinage.  The  collars  used  to  strike  Seated  coinage  from  the  various  branch  mints 
frequently  had  reed  counts  that  were  unique  to  a  particular  branch  mint.  That  is,  the 
branch  mint  of  origin  for  a  particular  Seated  coin  can  often  be  determined  by  its  reed 
count.  This  is  also  true  for  gold  coinage!  Patterns  of  die  cracks  and  die  wear  seen 
on  Seated  coinage  will  be  similar  to  the  defects  seen  on  gold  coinage.  Almost  any 
information  obtained  from  the  study  of  Seated  coinage  will  apply  to  other  denomina- 
tions struck  at  the  United  States  mint  during  the  middle  of  the  19'"  century. 

I  have  never  owned  a  gold  double  eagle!  Yet,  when  I  examine  one  of  these  beautiful 
pieces  from  the  19'"  century  under  a  microscope,  the  surfaces  of  the  coin  look  very 
familiar.  I  see  familiar  flow  lines  left  from  metal  moving  across  the  surface  of  the  die, 
familiar  die  cracks  running  through  letters  and  stars  around  the  periphery  of  the  coin, 
and  familiar  defects  in  the  vertical  shield  lines  on  the  reverse.  There  are  also  familiar 
die  lines  extending  out  from  under  design  elements  and  familiar  weaknesses  in  the 
delicate  design  features  that  are  often  subject  to  die  wear.  The  double  eagle  indeed 
shows  many  familiar  design  elements  and  surface  features  that  I  have  learned  to 
recognize  from  my  many  years  of  studying  19'"  century  United  States  coinage. 

This  article  describes  my  experiences  leading  to  the  discovery  and  sale  of  the 
most  important  coin  that  I  have  personally  handled.  I  can  truly  say  that  you  never 
know  when  lightning  will  strike,  and  you  will  find  yourself  consumed  by  a  numismatic 
adventure  that  you  never  could  have  imagined. 


T 


Gobrecht  Dollar  Book  Receives  Award 

The  new  reference  text  Gobrecht  Dollars  Illustrated  by  the  Collection  of  Julius 
Korein,  M.D.  was  released  by  Heritage  Auction  Galleries  in  December  2009  and  is  a 
collective  volume  of  recently  published  material  on  Gobrecht  Dollars.  It  also  contains 
some  original  research  by  the  authors  and  sets  a  new  foundation  for  future  research 
on  these  beautiful  silver  coins  that  date  from  1836. 

I  would  like  to  announce  that  this  new  text  was  given  an  Extraordinary  Merit  Award 
by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Boston  during  August 
2010.  Award  plaques  were  given  to  the  editor  Mark  Van  Winkle  of  Heritage  Auction 
Galleries  as  well  as  to  the  four  authors  Michael  L.  Carboneau,  James  C.  Gray,  John 
Dannreuther  and  Saul  Teichman.  This  book  may  not  be  the  last  word  on  Gobrecht 
Dollars  but  it  would  be  indispensable  to  any  collector  interested  in  studying  the  his- 
tory of  these  beautiful  United  States  coins  that  ushered  in  the  Liberty  Seated  era  in 
American  numismatics. 

The  Editor 
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Randall  Wiley,  Pryor  Research  Award  Winner 


Randy  Wiley  won  the  James  B.  Pryor  Numismatic  Research  Award  in  2009  for 
his  article  Die  Marriages  of  1861-0  Half  Dollars  that  appeared  in  Issue  #94  of  the 
journal.  The  Pryor  Award  is  given  for  the  best  research  article  to  appear  in  twenty  five 
consecutive  issues  of  the  journal,  the  current  award  covering  Issues  #76  to  #100. 
This  article  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  finest  to  appear  in  the  journal  and 
reprints  of  it  are  no  longer  available  from  the  club. 

This  article  provides  complete  descriptions  of  the  fifteen  known  die  marriages 
for  1861-0  half  dollars  and  includes  picture  segments  to  help  the  collector  identify 
each  of  the  die  marriages.  An  attribution  guide  is  also  included  so  that  the  collector 
can  follow  a  series  of  steps  to  identify  the  die  marriage  of  an  individual  coin  from  this 
issue.  Because  of  continuing  demand  for  copies  of  this  excellent  article  the  club  is 
taking  steps  to  post  this  material  on  the  LSCC  website  so  that  it  can  be  easily  as- 
sessed by  interested  collectors.  This  article  is  of  historical  significance  because  the 
New  Orleans  branch  mint  was  taken  over  by  the  Confederacy  during  the  striking  of 
1861-0  half  dollars  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  Editor 


Flynn  Book  Projects 

My  specialty  is  research  at  the  National  Archives  and  I  have  already  uncovered 
a  vast  number  of  documents  containing  unpublished  material  related  to  the  striking 
of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  from  the  19th  century.  This  material  helps  the  reader  to 
better  understand  the  environment  at  the  mint  during  the  time  that  these  coins  were 
being  struck  more  than  a  century  ago.  These  documents  were  created  by  employees 
at  the  mint  and  provide  answers  to  many  of  the  questions  raised  by  scholars  while 
studying  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  I  hope  to  use  this  material  in  books  that  I  am  writ- 
ing on  each  denomination  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

I  am  interested  in  presenting  illustrations  of  the  important  die  varieties  in  each  se- 
ries including  repunched  dates,  misplaced  dates,  overdates,  repunched  mintmarks, 
unusual  die  clashes  and  other  types  of  varieties.  A  list  of  the  die  varieties  that  I  have 
not  photographed  is  on  my  web  page,  www.kevinjflynn.com.  Please  write  if  you  have 
any  coins  which  can  be  photographed  for  one  of  my  books. 

I  intend  to  cover  all  design  changes,  die  counts,  proof  coinage  and  many  other 
topics  in  my  books.  My  recent  book  on  Three  Cent  Silver  pieces  gave  me  a  good 
opportunity  to  examine  many  historical  documents  produced  at  the  mint  during  the 
middle  of  the  1 9th  century.  If  you  would  like  to  help  me  with  any  of  these  numismatic 
projects,  please  write  to  me  at  kevinj50@comcast.net  or  by  regular  mail  at  Kevin 
Flynn,  PO.  Box  396,  Lumberton,  NJ  08048. 

Kevin  Flynn 
LSCC  #1677 
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Dennis  Hengeveld,  2009  Ahwash  Award  Winner 


Since  I  was  unable  to  attend  the  2010  ANA  Convention  in  Boston  to  accept  my 
Ahwash  Award  plaque,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  gratitude 
to  LSCC  and  its  members  for  selecting  my  article  "Collecting  Seated  Half  Dollars 
by  Date"  as  the  winner  of  the  2009  Ahwash  Award.  This  article  was  modified  after 
its  initial  publication  in  the  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter  and  I  believe  that  it  describes  an 
interesting  and  more  affordable  method  of  collecting  this  fascinating  series  of  19'^ 
century  silver  coins.  I  also  appreciate  the  support  given  by  club  President  John 
McCloskey  who  encouraged  me  to  edit  and  illustrate  the  half  dollar  section  of  my 
original  article  for  publication  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

I  would  also  like  to  mention  that  Issue  #1 08  of  the  journal  published  in  July  201 0 
contains  another  article  of  mine  that  describes  collecting  the  Seated  quarter  series 
by  date.  I  would  like  to  encourage  club  members  to  submit  their  comments  on  these 
articles,  and  perhaps  describe  their  choices  and  motives  in  selecting  coins  for  sets 
of  Seated  coinage  by  date. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  LSCC  and  its  members  for  giving  me  the  opportunity 
to  publish  a  number  of  different  articles  on  Seated  coinage  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal 
as  well  as  the  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter.  As  someone  who  was  not  born  in  the  United 
States  and  who  currently  does  not  live  in  the  United  States,  I  am  especially  grateful 
for  the  opportunities  that  LSCC  has  given  me  to  make  contributions  to  the  field  of 
numismatics. 

Dennis  Hengeveld 
LSCC  #2112 


On  the  Cover 

The  cover  of  this  issue  presents  pictures  of  a  splendid  1 859-S  dime  that  has  been 
certified  as  PCGS  MS63  and  is  the  second  finest  example  of  this  date  listed  in  the 
PCGS  population  report.  This  coin  belongs  to  Eugene  H.  Gardner  and  is  fully  struck 
on  the  obverse  and  the  reverse  with  light  golden  hues  covering  its  lustrous  surfaces 
that  are  without  any  notable  marks.  An  1 859-S  dime  in  mint  state  is  one  of  the  major 
rarities  in  the  Seated  dime  series  and  few  collectors  are  fortunate  enough  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  obtain  a  specimen  in  an  uncirculated  grade  for  their  collections. 
With  a  mintage  of  only  60,000  pieces,  few  examples  of  this  issue  were  adequately 
preserved  during  the  tumultuous  years  immediately  prior  to  the  Civil  War  to  secure 
a  mint  state  designation  against  Tier  1  third  party  grading  standards. 

This  1 859-S  dime  is  one  of  the  many  gem  uncirculated  dimes  showcased  in  the 
Ye  Olde  One  collection  on  the  NGC  Collector's  Society  set  registry  and  website. 

Gerry  Fortin 
LSCC  #1054 
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Obverse  Shield  on  Half  Dollar  Line  Drawings 


Issue  #1 08  of  the  journal  contained  nine  images  of  line  drawings  illustrating  varieties 
of  1873  coinage  that  were  commissioned  by  John  J.  Ford  in  1962.  These  images 
were  drawn  for  use  in  a  revised  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalogue  but  this  project  was 
later  abandoned.  The  images  published  in  Issue  #1 08  clearly  show  the  basic  design 
created  in  the  line  drawings  but  they  had  to  be  reduced  to  such  an  extent  that  some 
of  the  vertical  shield  lines  in  half  dollar  drawings  Boosel-14  to  Boosel-17  merged 
together.  Therefore,  the  previously  published  images  of  the  four  half  dollar  drawings 
listed  above  do  not  accurately  represent  the  image  in  the  original  drawings. 

The  image  below  is  an  enlargement  of  the  shield  for  line  drawing  Boosel-17 
showing  the  obverse  shield  as  it  appears  in  line  drawings  Boosel-14  to  Boosel-17. 
This  image  clearly  shows  the  six  lines  in  the  shield  that  represent  each  of  the  shield 
stripes  in  the  obverse  design.  Digital  photography  provides  beautiful  images  for 
many  numismatic  publications  but  this  example  shows  that  extreme  reductions  in 
the  original  images  can  sometimes  result  in  a  loss  of  fine  detail. 

The  Editor 


Obverse  Shield  on  Boosel-17  Line  Drawing 
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Opinions  on  the  Rarity  of  Liberty  Seated  Coinage 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  ANA  Convention  serves  as  an  opportunity 
for  club  members  to  gather  and  discuss  topics  of  mutual  interest  and  to  plan  future 
events  that  will  promote  the  collecting  of  all  denominations  of  Seated  coinage.  It  also 
provides  collectors  with  an  opportunity  to  exchange  opinions  on  the  Seated  rarities 
that  we  have  all  spent  many  years  studying  in  an  effort  to  obtain  the  latest  available 
information  on  these  beautiful  silver  coins  from  the  19""  century. 

With  club  members  in  attendance  who  have  had  years  of  experience  collecting 
and  dealing  in  Seated  coins,  it  was  decided  to  ask  them  to  provide  us  with  the  ben- 
efit of  their  numismatic  adventures  in  identifying  Seated  coins  that  they  have  found 
difficult  to  obtain.  Specifically,  members  were  given  a  blank  page  that  contained  the 
following  question:  Jim  O'Donnell  often  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  should  ask 
the  question,  "Which  dates  have  you  had  trouble  finding?"  He  felt  that  a  response 
to  this  question  would  help  to  identify  those  dates  that  should  be  available  yet  are 
not.  Therefore,  please  give  the  denomination,  date,  grade  and  mint  of  any  Liberty 
Seated  coin  that  you  have  had  trouble  finding.  Indicate  the  extent  of  your  search 
and  any  success  that  you  have  had  in  locating  examples. 

The  responses  obtained  during  this  exercise  at  the  2010  ANA  Convention  in 
Boston  are  given  below. 

The  Editor 

I  have  always  found  nice  1846  dimes  very  difficult  to  obtain  regardless  of  grade. 
Finding  an  example  of  this  date  in  a  grade  of  AU  or  better  is  a  major  challenge  but 
two  pieces  have  recently  appeared  on  the  market  that  were  graded  AU58.  Both  of 
these  pieces  were  listed  at  prices  well  above  $25,000  but  they  sold  quickly  and  seem 
to  have  found  homes. 

I  also  believe  that  finding  an  1 843-0  dime  in  a  choice  AU  grade  would  be  a  once 
in  a  decade  experience.  There  are  a  few  cleaned  coins  around  and  also  some  darker 
ones  but  really  nice  original  AU  coins  are  as  hard  to  find  as  any  date  in  the  series. 
PCGS  has  certified  ten  coins  as  XF45  or  better  at  last  check. 

Jason  Feldman 
LSCC  #2003 

This  response  to  rarity  of  Seated  coinage  is  related  to  my  effort  to  upgrade  my 
PCGS  Registry  Set  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  After  years  of  searching,  I  still  lack  the 
following  Seated  dimes  in  certain  high  grades. 

1 .  An  1842  dime  in  MS65/66  toned.  All  that  I  have  seen  are  white. 

2.  An  1843  dime  in  MS66. 

3.  An  1856  Small  Date  dime  in  MS65/66  with  a  full  strike.  The  few  that  I  have 
seen  have  strike  problems. 

4.  An  1856  Large  Date  dime  in  MS64  or  higher.  This  is  definitely  a  grade  rarity. 

Gerry  Fortin 
LSCC  #1054 
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I  have  had  trouble  finding  early  New  Orleans  half  dollars  from  the  1840-O  to  the 
1849-0  in  XF-AU  grades.  They  are  not  rare  or  especially  scarce  but  they  are  highly 
collected. 

Bill  Bugert 
LSCC  #455 

I  have  studied  Carson  City  Seated  coinage  for  many  years  and  I  have  found  that 
many  of  the  early  dates  are  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  higher  grades.  The  entire  mint- 
ages for  most  of  these  issues  were  released  directly  into  circulation  on  the  western 
frontier  and  very  few  high  grade  examples  have  survived  to  the  present  day.  My  list 
of  rarities  for  Carson  City  Seated  coinage  is  given  below. 

1 .  The  1872-CC  dime  in  grades  of  AU50  to  AU58  is  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

2.  The  1873-CC  With  Arrows  dime  in  grades  of  AU55  to  AU58  is  an  extreme 
rarity. 

3.  The  1871-CC  quarter  in  grades  of  VF20  to  MS65  is  a  great  rarity  and 
extremely  difficult  to  obtain. 

4.  The  1872-CC  quarter  in  grades  of  AU50  to  MS63  is  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

5.  The  1873-CC  With  Arrows  quarter  in  grades  of  AU53  to  MS65  is  very  difficult 
to  obtain. 

6.  The  1 875-CC  quarter  in  grades  of  AU50  to  AU58  is  underrated  and 
surprisingly  difficult  to  obtain. 

7.  The  1870-CC  half  dollar  in  MS60  and  higher  grades  is  an  extreme  rarity. 

8.  The  1872-CC  Seated  dollar  in  grades  of  AU58  to  MS63  is  very  rare  and 
difficult  to  obtain. 

Rusty  Goe 
LSCC  #1843 

There  are  four  issues  from  the  Liberty  Seated  series  that  have  given  me  particular 
problems  over  the  years.  Comments  on  these  four  dates  are  given  below. 

1 .  The  1858-0  dime  in  mint  state  is  very  difficult  to  obtain.  This  is  not  a 
particularly  rare  date  but  in  mint  state  I  consider  it  to  be  an  underrated  rarity. 

2.  The  1 867  dime  is  a  low  mintage  rarity  that  is  almost  never  available  in  any 
grade. 

3.  The  1 875-CC  quarter  is  surprising  difficult  to  obtain,  especially  in  the  higher 
circulated  grades.  Most  of  the  pieces  I  have  seen  have  been  in  the  lower 
grades. 

4.  The  1878-CC  Trade  Dollar  is  a  very  rare  date  and  the  last  of  the  Carson  City 
coins  in  its  series.  I  have  found  it  to  be  seldom  available  for  purchase. 

Alan  Belkin 
LSCC  #2095 
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I  started  collecting  Liberty  Seated  quarters  in  1986  and  I  was  able  to  obtain  the 
majority  of  my  coins  in  original  circulated  grades  with  good  eye  appeal  during  the  first 
ten  years  of  my  search.  However,  there  are  seven  coins  from  the  series  that  I  have 
found  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  original  VF  condition  with  good  eye  appeal.  I  have 
searched  auctions,  attended  shows  from  coast  to  coast,  and  contacted  numerous 
dealers  and  collectors  in  my  efforts  to  locate  the  coins  I  need  to  upgrade  my  set.  I 
have  seen  examples  of  all  of  these  dates  over  the  years  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  choice  VF  pieces  that  I  want.  Comments  about  each  of  the  seven  dates 
that  I  have  had  difficulty  obtaining  for  my  set  are  given  below. 

1 .  My  1 840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  quarter  grades  a  perfect  F1 5  and  its  purchase 
completed  my  set  in  2008.  This  coin  is  a  keeper!  I  am  not  looking  for  an  upgrade 
to  VF 

2.  My  1 843-0  Large  O  quarter  is  an  original  G4  and  was  purchased  in  2007. 1  am 
trying  to  upgrade  to  VF 

3.  My  1849-0  quarter  is  an  original  VG10  with  no  problems  that  I  purchased  in 
1997.  I  am  trying  to  upgrade  to  a  VF  but  I  have  had  no  success. 

4.  My  1 851  -O  quarter  is  an  original  F1 2  that  I  purchased  in  1 996.  All  of  the  speci- 
mens I  have  seen  since  then  have  been  cleaned,  damaged  or  whizzed.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  locate  an  original  example  of  this  date  in  VF 

5.  My  1866  quarter  is  an  original  F12  that  I  purchased  in  1996.  I  have  found  it 
very  difficult  to  locate  an  original  VF 

6.  My  1867-S  quarter  is  an  original  F12  that  I  purchased  in  1996.  I  have  had  no 
luck  upgrading  to  a  VF 

7.  My  1875-00  quarter  is  an  original  F12  that  I  purchased  in  1996.  I  have  found 
this  date  very  elusive  in  VF  Most  of  the  pieces  I  have  seen  are  AU  to  Uncircu- 
lated with  problems. 

Richard  Shimkus 
LSOC  #476 

After  the  sale  of  my  half  dollar  set  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Galleries  in  January  1 999, 
I  sought  some  diversification  and  began  working  on  a  birth  year  set  for  my  paternal 
ancestors.  Unfortunately,  these  19'^  century  ancestors  were  all  born  during  years  of 
transitional  United  States  coinage,  1807,  1838  and  1883!  I  decided  to  put  together 
a  birth  year  set  of  POGS  coins  in  a  grade  of  AU58.  As  you  might  imagine,  I  ran  into 
some  very  rare  coins  in  an  AU58  grade  for  the  years  of  interest. 

The  current  population  report  for  POGS  shows  a  total  of  one  coin  in  AU58  for  the 
1 838-0  No  Stars  half  dime.  Just  obtaining  any  POGS  coin  of  this  date  in  an  AU  grade 
is  very  difficult  with  three  listed  in  AU50,  two  in  AU53  and  one  in  AU55  in  addition  to 
the  one  already  mentioned  in  AU58.  As  a  comparison,  the  other  half  dimes  with  only 
one  POGS  coin  in  AU58  are  the  1853-0  No  Arrows,  1864  and  1867  dates. 

I  found  another  rarity  in  one  of  those  late  date  Seated  quarters.  The  most  recent 
POGS  population  report  listed  only  one  1883  quarter  in  a  grade  of  AU58.  There  are 
more  AU  coins  listed  than  for  the  1838-0  No  Stars  half  dime,  but  not  an  excessive 
number  of  them.  For  the  1 883  quarter,  the  POGS  coins  in  these  grades  are  six  listed 
in  AU50,  two  in  AU53,  six  in  AU55  and  only  the  one  already  mentioned  in  AU58. 
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I  have  listed  two  coins  that  should  be  available  in  an  AU58  grade,  yet  they  are  not. 
The  specimens  that  I  currently  own  are  an  1838-0  No  Stars  half  dime  graded  PCGS 
AU53  and  an  1883  quarter  graded  PCGS  AU50.  I  purchased  both  of  these  coins 
in  a  Bowers  &  Merena  auction  on  July  10,  2004.  Since  then,  I  have  not  seen  either 
coin  in  a  higher  AU  grade  by  PCGS.  I  can  therefore  say  that  I  have  had  considerable 
trouble  finding  an  1838-0  No  Stars  half  dime  in  a  PCGS  AU58  grade  as  well  as  an 
1883  quarter  in  a  PCGS  AU58  grade. 

Doug  Noblet 
LSCC  #1571 

One  of  the  Seated  coins  that  I  had  considerable  trouble  finding  was  the  1866 
Philadelphia  dime  in  a  nice  circulated  grade.  I  had  begun  collecting  Seated  dimes 
in  1955  and  over  a  period  of  years  I  was  able  to  obtain  nice  circulated  examples  of 
most  of  the  dates  in  the  series.  I  had  never  even  seen  a  circulated  1 866  dime  when 
I  located  a  nice  original  example  in  a  VG  grade  at  a  coin  store  while  on  a  business 
trip  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska  in  1 964.  Although  it  was  in  a  lower  grade  than  I  would  have 
preferred,  I  jumped  at  the  chance  to  purchase  this  rare  piece  at  the  modest  price 
of  $12. 

I  was  thrilled  with  this  surprising  purchasefor  my  collection  but  after  studying  it  over 
the  next  few  years  I  found  evidence  to  conclude  that  it  was  not  an  1 866  Philadelphia 
dime  at  all.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  well  circulated  1866-S  dime  with  the  San  Francisco 
mintmark  completely  worn  off.  The  coin  was  totally  original  but  I  eventually  learned 
that  the  mintmark  on  1 866-S  dimes  is  often  extremely  weak  and  soon  vanished  after 
a  few  years  in  circulation. 

BEWARE!  When  purchasing  a  circulated  1 866  Philadelphia  dime,  make  sure  that 
it  is  properly  authenticated.  I  have  seen  many  coins  marked  as  1 866  dimes  that  were 
not  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  I  eventually  did  find  a  nice  genuine  1 866  dime  in 
an  XF  grade  but  only  after  passing  over  a  number  of  other  1866-S  dimes  with  their 
mintmarks  completely  worn  off. 

Several  members  have  commented  on  the  rarity  of  nice  circulated  1867  dimes 
but  I  have  actually  had  more  trouble  locating  circulated  1866  dimes.  Regardless, 
both  dates  are  very  rare  in  circulated  condition  and  a  treasured  possession  when 
obtained  for  any  collection. 

John  McCloskey 
LSCC  #089 
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LIBERTY  SEATED 
COLLECTORS  CLUB  m"''^''m 


Publishers  of  the  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL 


Treasurer's  Report  2009-2010 


Beginning  Balance  -  September  1 ,  2009   $1 2,401 .46 

Receipts 

Membership  Dues   $11 ,060.00 

Advertising   370.00 

Donations   165.00 

Interest   127.48 

Auctions   1 ,680.00 

Total  Receipts   $13,402.48 

Total  Available  $25,803.94 

Disbursements 

Printing   $6,997.72 

Postage   3,299.74 

Office  Supplies   1 ,223.38 

Website   92.79 

Post  Office  Box  Rental   70.00 

Total  Spent   $11  -683.63 

Cash  Balance  -  August  31 ,  201 0  $1 4,1 20.31 


Len  Augsburger 

LSCC  Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  ; 

LiBERTvfiEHTED  Collectors  Club  i 

NAME    J 

ADDRESS   1 


CITY    STATE   ZIP 


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

1 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □  i 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS.  J 

I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED          HALF  DIMES  □             DIMES  □  i 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □  j 

SIGNATURE                                                            DATE    1 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  ctiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1859-S  Dime  Graded  PCGS  MS-63 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  in- 
vited. This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


